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Whoever thinks a faultless piece to see, 
Thinks what ne'er was, nor is, nor e’er will be ; 
In every work regard the writer’s end, 


Since none can compass more than they intend, 
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INTRODUCTORY. . 


To all Free and Accepted Masons in 
particular, and to the Public in 
general. 

Broruers AND FRIENDS, 


Tue principles on which the institu- 
tion of Free Masonry is founded, and 
the respect to which it is entitled, need 
no other comments, than that it has 
stood the test of experience, ‘and has 
brightened by use, through a long se- 
ries of ages ; that it has at all times been 
embraced and defended by some of the 
greatest, and best of men, and that it 
now presents, throughout the civilized 
world, a greater body of talent, vir- 
tue, and respectability, than was ever 
united in any other social institution 
of human invention. No apology can 
therefore be necessary, for devoting a 
periodical publication to so important 
an interest. ‘To the Mason, if well 
conducted, it will furnish the ancient 
landmarks of our order, and the rules 
by which hé is to square his conduct 
_ with a brother, and with all man- 
kind ; it will brighten and refresh his 
intellect, and present his mind with 
many valuable materials for that edi- 
f.ce, on which it is his delight to la- 
bour; and when labour shall give 
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place to refreshment, it will even ren- 
der the festive and convivial hour in- 
structive, by teaching him to “ mingle 
the useful with the sweet.” 

The first pages of each number of 
the Masonic Register, shall always be 
occupied with matter strictly, and ori- 
ginally Masonic; among which will 
be found constitutions and laws by 
which the fraternity are governed in 
various parts of the world, and par- 
ticularly in North America; Masonic 
biographical and historical sketches, 
sermons, addresses, orations, odes, &c. 
The remainder will be devoted to ge- 
ography, “wi on politics, natural and - 
moral philosophy, agriculture, the use- 
ful arts, poetry, and. amusing frag- 
ments. 

In geography and history, we shall 
endeavour to confine ourselves to such 
communications as most nearly con- 
cern the interests to which our publi- 
cation is devoted. In politics, we dis- 
claim all attachment to any party 
which has not for its foundation the 
equal fights, and good of mankind ; 
and we solemnly promise, that no por- 
tion of our paper shalk ever be devo- 
ted to the service of a demagogue. In 


all our researches we shall make truth 
| our object, reason and justice our 
A , 
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guides, and free investigation our right. 
In religion, we shall meddle with 
no man’s creed “ whose life is in the 
right.” “He that feareth God, and 
worketh righteousness,” whatever may 
be his private tenets, must be greeted 
with an equal share of brotherly love, 
at the altar of Masonry ; he who does 
not, is a hardened wretch, if he dare 
approach it. 
he success of this work, depends 
on the patronage it may receive. ‘To 
the public in general, it would be do- 
ing injustice to suppose, that any por- 
tion of support will be withheld, 
which the character of the publication 
shall merit. But, Brethren of the 
great Masonic Family, conscious of 
our own weakness, to you we look 
for more than would be our portion 
from the cold hand of justice ; to you 
we look for those effusions of genius 
_ which shall dignify and adorn our pa- 
ges; to your candour we look for ex- 
cuses for the errors and faults you will 
from time to time discover; and to 
your liberality we look for that pecu- 
niary support, without which, the Ma- 
sonic Register will prove but a with- 
ering plant; with which, we hope, 
and trust, it may flourish with ever 
blooming freshness, yielding the com- 
forts of life to us, and pleasure and 
satisfaction to you. 


a 


PROGRESS OF MA- 
SONRY. 


The institution of Masonry takes its 
date from the foundation of the world. 
That its principles are of Divine ori- 
gin is self-evident ; and that it has had 
the superintending hand of Deity for 
a support, is, we think, sufficiently de- 
monstrated, by the many ages through 
which it has existed, notwithstanding 
the united exertions of the bigoted and 
superstitious in all ages, to overthrow 
its structure; whilst every other hu- 
man institution has beea corrupted and 
destroyed. 

By tradition, it appears that the 
mysteries of Masonry were transmit: 
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ted in regular succession, through the 
“ free and accepted,” from Adam to 
Noah, and from Noah to Solomon, 
through whose means the brethren 
were more strictly united, and laws 
were enacted for the future government 
of the fraternity. Grand master Sol- 
omon organized a great number of 
new lodges at Jerusalem, and employ- 
ed 113,600 of the fraternity, besides 
70,000 labourers, in building the tem- 
ple, which was finished A. L, 3028. 
Previous to the commencement of the 
building of this celebrated edifice, a 
most intimate connection was formed 
between grand master Solomon, king 
of Israel, and grand master Hiram, 
king of 'Tyre, and their friendship was 
permanently cemented. Under the 
direction of these grand masters, with 
the assistance of deputy grand master 
Hiram-Abiff, Masonry flourished in a 
greater degree than at any former pe- 


‘riod ; and has continued to flourish in 


a greater or less degree, through suc- 
cessive generations. The following 
letters, which passed between the 
king of Israel, and the king of Tyre, 


are copied from Josephus’ history of 


the antiquities of the Jews. 
SOLOMON TO KING HIRAM. 


“ Know thou, that my father would 
have built a temple to God, but was 
hindered by wars, and continual ex- 
peditions, for he did not leave off to 
overthrow his enemies till he made 
them all subject to tribute; but I 
give thanks to God for the peace I 
at present enjoy ; and on that account I 
am at leisure, and design to build an 
house to God; for God foretold to my 
father, that such an house should be 
built by me; wherefore I desire thee 
to send some of thy subjects with 
mine, to mount Lebanon, to cut down 
timber, for the Sidonians are more 
skillful than our people in cutting of 
wood ; I will pay whatsoever price 
thou shalt determine,” 


HIRAM TO KING SOLOMON. 


It is fitto bless God, that he hath 
committed thy father’s government to 








thee, who art a wise man, and endow- 
ed with all virtues. As for myself, I 
rejoice at the condition thou art in, 
and will be subservient to thee in all 
that thou sendest to me about; for 
when by my subjects, I have cut 
down many, and large trees of cedar, 
and cypress wood, I will send them to 
sea, and will order my subjects to 
make floats of them, and to sail to 
what place soever of et country thou 
shalt desire, and leave them there ; af- 
ter which thy subjects may carry 
them to Jerusalem ; but do thou take 
care to procure us corn for this tim- 
ber, which we stand in need of, be- 
cause we inhabit in an island.” 


In A. L. 3130, the Masonic art was 
introduced into France and Germany, 
by Niaus, who had assisted in building 
the temple ; and from that time to its 
introduction into England, through 
the means of Solomon’s masons, and 
their descendants, it was introduced 
and flourished in various other parts 
of the world. 

The royal art is supposed to have 
been introduced into Great Britain 
some time previous to the Roman in- 
vasion, where it was afterwards patron- 
ized by Julius Cesar, and by his most 
distinguished generals ; but the most 
zealous patron of the order in those 
days, was the emperor Caraunus, who 
granted a charter, and appointed the 
martyr St. Alban, the first grand mas- 
ter. 

After the departure of the Romans 
from England, Masonry became much 
neglected, and thus, in a measure con- 
tinued, until A. D. 872, when it was 
revived by Alfred the Great, under 
whose auspices it acquired great splen- 
dour and respectability, and continued 
to flourish until the reign of king 
Athelstane, in A. D. 926, when it was 
completely re-established by the insti- 
tution of a grand lodge at York, of 
which prince Edwin, king Athelstane’s 
brother, was appointed first grand 
master. A grand communication of 
all the Masons in the kingdom was 
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called, to assemble at York; where, 
from ancient documents, they formed 
a book of constitutions, from which all 
the lodges both in England and Amer- 
ica, either mediately or immediately 
derive their charters; and from this 
assemblage the appellation of Ancient 
York Masons, is derived. After this, 
Masonry continued to receive the fos- 
tering patronage of various kings and 
princes, as well as the most exalted 
statesmen, and men of learning and 
exemplary piety, notonly in England, 
but in other kingdoms of Europe. 
James I. king of Scotland, became 
a zealous patron of Masonry, and was 
initiated into the order A. D. 1443. 
In the year 1731, Francis, then duke 
of ‘Tuscany, afterwards emperor of 
Germany, was initiated into the myste- 
ries, by earl Chesterfield, while on an 
embassy at the Hague; and in 1738, 
Frederick the Great, king of Prussia, 
became a Mason. Frederick, was a 
zealous advocate for the order, and 
extended it throughout his dominions. 
Inthe year 1779, Omdit-ud Omrah 
Bahauder, the eldest son of the nabob 
of Carnatic, was initiated into the 
lodge of Trinchinopoly, which caused 
Masonry to progress with rapid strides 
in the East Indies. On the receipt of 
the news of this initiation, by the 
grand lodge of England, they forward- 
ed him a letter of congratulation, with 
an elegant apron, and a book of con- 
stitutions, to which, in the year 1780, 
an answer, written in the Persian lan- 
guage, was received, enveloped in an 
elegant gold cloth. ‘To such of our 
readers as have not seen the transla- 
tion of this letter, it cannot fail to be 
highly gratifying. It is as follows : 


“To the Right Worshipful, his Grace, the 
Duke of Manchester, Grand Master of 
the Illustrious and Benevolent Society 
of Free and Accepted Masons under the 
Constitution of England, and the Grand 
Lodge thereof. 

“* Mo§ Honoured Sir, and Brethren, 

“ An early knowledge and par- 
ticipation of the benefits arising to our 
house, from its intimate union of coun- 
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4 ORIGIN AND PROGRESS OF MASONRY. 


cils, and interests with the British na- 


tion, and a deep veneration for the 
laws, constitution and manners of the 
latter, have for many years led me to 
seize every opportunity of drawing the 
ties between us still closer and closer. 

“ By the accounts which have reach- 
ed me of the principles, and practices 
of your fraternity, nothing can be 
more pleasing to the sovereign ruler 
of the universe, (whom we all, though 
in different ways, adore, ) or more hone 
ourable to his creatures; for they 
stand upon the broad basis of indis- 
criminate and universal henevolence. 

* Under this conviction, I had long 
wished to be a member of your fra- 
ternity, and now that I am initiated, 
I consider the title of an English Ma- 
son, as one of the most honourable 
which I possess: for it is, at once, 
a cement of the friendship between 
your nation and me, the friend of 
mankind. 

“I have received — the advo- 
cate general of Bengal, Sir John Day, 
the very acceptable mark of attention 
and esteem, with which you have fa- 
voured me. It has been presented with 
every circumstance of deference and 
respect, which the situation of things 
here, and the temper of the times 
would admit of; and I do assure your 
grace, and the brethren at large, that 
he has done ample justice to the com- 


- mission you have confided to him, and 


that he has executed it, insuch a man- 
ner, as to do honour to himself, and to 
me. 

“J shall avail myself of a proper 
opportunity, to convince your grace, 
and the rest of the brethren, that Om- 
dit-ul Omrah is not an unfeeling bro- 
ther, or heedless of the precepts which 
he has imbibed; and that while he tes- 
tifies his love and esteem for his breth- 
ren, by strengthening the bonds of hu- 
manity, he means to minister to the 
wants of the distressed. — 

“« May the common father of all, the 
one omnipotent and merciful God, 
take you into his holy keeping, and 


give you health, peace, and length of j| 








years, prays your highly honoured 
and affectionate brother, 


OmpitT-uL Omra BAnAUDER. 


To this letter a suitable reply was 
returned, and the original letter, with 
a translation copied on vellum, ele- 
gantly framed and glazed, was hung 
up in the < at all public meetings 
of the lodge. | 

A adie lodge, entitled the Roman 
Eagle, was instituted at Edinburgh, 
A. D. 1784, which flourished for sev- 
eral years, but on the government 
having fallen into the hands of breth- 
ren unskilled in the language, the latin 
was at length discarded. 

In 1786, Prince William Henry, 
was initiated into the order; and the 
succeeding year, his example was fol- 
lowed by his brothers, the Prince of 
Wales, now king of England, and the 
duke of York. In 1790, prince Ed- 
ward, and prince Augustus Frederick 
were both made Masons. 

In 1793, the king of Sweden be- 
came a Mason, at Stockholm, while 
the duke of Sudermania presided as 
grand master, and in the year 1799, 
an intimate connection was formed be- 
tween the grand lodges of Sweden and 
England. 

‘lo mention all the illustrious char- 
acters who have patronized the Ma- 
sonic art, in the different ages of the 
world, and to give a minute account of 
its extent, would far exceed our limits ; 
suffice it then, in closing our sketch of 
its origin and progress in the old 
world; to say, that it has met the ap- 


probation of the wise, and good, in. 


every age, and that its influence, has 
been extended to the four quarters of 
the globe. 


Commencement of Masonry in 
America. 


Free Masonry was first introdu- 
ced into America, by the establish- 
ment of a lodge at Savannah, in the 
province of Georgia, under a warrant 
from lord Weymouth, then grand mas- 
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ter of England, A. L. 5730; but the 
first grand lodge was established at 
Boston, Massachusetts, under the name 
of St. John’s grand lodge, when lord 
Montague at that time grand master 
of England, appointed the worshipful 
Henry Price, grand master of New- 
England, in consequence of a petition 
from a number of brethren residing in 
those provinces. 

In the year following, orders having 
been reseived by this grand lodge, 
from the grand lodge of England, to 
establish lodges in all parts of North 
America, a lodge was constituted in 
Philadelphia, of which Benjamin 
Franklin was appointed first master. 
A warrant was granted at the same 
time for kolding a lodge in Ports- 
mouth, New-Ilampshire. 

Masonry was first introduced in the 
West-Indies in 5738, when a lodge 


‘was formed at Antigua, by the grand 


master of New-England, when on 
his way to the mother country, into 
which he initiated the governor of that 
Island, and several other distinguished 
characters. ' 

From St. John’s grand lodge, eme- 
rated the first subordinate lodges, in 
various parts of the British dominions 
in America, and the West-Indies, as 
well as those of Massachusets, Con- 
necticut, New-Hampshire, Rhode- 
Island, New-York, New-Jersey, Penn- 
* gare Maryland, and North-Caro- 
ina. 

In 5752, a dispensation was grant- 
ed by the grand lodge of Scotland, of 
which Sholto Charles Douglass, lord 
Aberdour, was then grand master, to 


a number of brethren who had been | 


initiated into the order in foreign lod- 
ges, to hold a lodge in Boston, under 
the appellation of St. Andrew’s, No. 
82. St. John’s grand lodge, consider- 
ing their jurisdiction infringed, refused, 
for a wumber of years, any comimuni- 
cations from St. Andrew's lodge, or 
visits from such of its members as had 


not formerly sat in lodges under their 
jurisdiction, 
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lished in Pennsylvania, under a war- 
rant from the grand lodge of England. 

In 5769, an ancient grand lodge 
was established in the province of 
Massachusetts, in consequence of a 
petition to the worshipful ear! of Dal- 
house, at that time grand master of 
Masons in Scotland, who appointed 
Joseph Warren, grand master of Ma- 
sons m Boston, and within one hun- 
dred miles of the same; and on the 
festival of St. John the Baptist, June 
24th, 5769, he was installed, and in 
5772, he received a commission con- 
stituting him grand master of the 
whole continent of America. 

In 5771, the grand lodge of North- 
Carolina was established under a war- 
rant from the grand lodge of Scot- 
land. 

On the 17th of June 5775, a very 
heavy loss was sustained by the grand 
lodge, and Masonry in general, in the 
death of major general WARREN, who 
fell in the ever memorable battle of 
Bunker’s hill, on the heights of 
Charlestown, whilst gallantly fighting 
in defence of his country’s rights. 

This melancholy event, which 
threw the whole Masonic family into 
mourning, and drew forth tears from 
the whole American community, to- 
gether with other political events of 
that period, caused a short suspen- 
sion of Masonic labours. ‘The com- 
mission. of the grand master, having 
with Aim expired, and his deputy 
having no power independent of that 
derived from him, caused some em- 
barrassment as it respected the future 
proceedings of the craft, being left des- 
titute of a head, or a single grand officer 
to regulate their work. However, af- 
ter various communications, in which 
the. subject was candidly considered, 
on the 8th of March 5777, the breth- 
ren came to a conclusion to form an 
independent grand lodge, “ on prin- 
ciples consistent with, and subordinate 
to the regulations pointed out in the 
constitutions of ancient Masonry.” 
The lodge was accordingly organized, 


Fn oy ° . ° m ; . 
1n°5764,a grand lodge was estab- 4 and the worshipful Joseph Webb, in- 
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6 | MASONIC INFORMATION. 


stalled grand master. This grand 
jodge continued to exercise its pre- 

ives independently of any other, 

the year 5791, when overtures 
were made to the officers of St. Jonn’s 
grand lodge, to form an union, which 
were accepted, and on the 5th of 
March, the two lodges were organized 
ito one body, under the name of 
“ The grand lodge of the ancient and 
honourable society of free and ac- 
cepted Masons, for the common- 
wealth of Massachusetts.” 

Previous to the revolution, which 
dissolved all allegiance of the then 
American Provinces to the British 
crown, the grand lodge of England 
had appointed Provincial grand mas- 
ters in several of the provinces, from 
which emanated a numbea of subordi- 

nate lodges; but the same revolution 
which separated the states from all 
foreign government, exhonerated all 
Masons in the United States, from al- 


legiance to foreign lodges; means— 


were therefore taken for the establish- 
ment of independent ‘grand ledges in 
the respective states. A friendly cor- 
respendeuce, however, has been care- 
fully preserved, among the fraternity 
ya all parts of the world. 


— 
FROM MAINE. 


The following interesting article is 
copied from the Eastern Arcus, 
published in the state of Maine. With 


a high degree of pleasure we  ob- 


serve the lights of Masonry extending 
their benign influences in this new 
state. We most heartily congratu- 
late our brethren and companions of 
Maine, on the “recent consecration of 
their grand lodge, and of three royal 
arch chapters within so short a_peri- 
od.” May unanimity prevail among 
them, and may their work be always 
such, as to pass the inspection, of the 
Grand Overseer. We regret that it is 
cut of our power to give a complete 
list of the officers of the several new 
chapters, together with that of the 
new grand lodge, owing to the paper 
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which was politely handed us by a 
friend, having been mutilated. 


“ On Tuesday the 18th inst. agree- 
ably to notice, the grand royal arch 
chapter of Massachusetts was duly or- 
ganized at Bath, by M. E. D. G. H. 


P. Henry Fowze, Esq. who then and - 


there publicly consecrated Montgom- 
ery po 00 of royal arch Masons ; 
and on the 19th, New Jerusalem chap- 
ter at Wiscasset; and on the 21st, 
Jerusalem chapter at Hallowell, and 
their several officers were installed in 
due form. An address was delivered 
at Bath by Roserr P. Dunxap, Esq. 
on the social and benevolent princi- 
ples of Masonry; at Wiscasset, by 
NatHanieL Corin, Esq. on its mor- 
al and religious influence; and at Hal- 
lowel, by Dr. Lawrence Spracur, 
on the origin and importance of the 
royal arch degree. The character of 
this institution, in these several points 
of view, was delineated and enforced 
in an elegant and impressive manner. 

“The ceremonies on each occasion 


were peculiarly gratifying, and were 


rendered more interesting by the per- 
formance of several pieces of sacred 


‘music, in an admirable style, reflecting 


honour on those who so politely vol- 
unteered their assistance. The grand 
officers and respective chapters at each 
place, were preceded by a large proces- 
sion of the fraternity, and the exercises 
performed to crowded auditories. At 
Bath and Wiscasset, governor Kina, 
as grand master of Masons in Maine, 
accompanied by several officers of the 
grand lodge, participated in the so- 
lemnities, and expressed his regret 
that his public avocations prevented 
his accepting the invitation to attend 
the consecration at Hallowell. At 
Bath, the grand chapter, and the offi- 
cers of the respective chapters, were 
in the evening received by the gov- 
ernor at his house, with his usual po- 
liteness and hospitality; and at Wis- 
casset and Hallowell, they experienced 
those attentions’ which are peculiar 


' to royal arch masons. 
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«“ Every circumstance combined to 
render this occasion uncommonly in- 
teresting, and to make an impression 
on the public mind highly favourable 
to the institution. The Rev. Clergy 
in the vicinity attended by invitation, 
and assisted in the solemnities; at the 
conclusion of which, the fraternity par- 
took of Masonic dinners, prepared in 
a superior style. Owing to the great 
number of brethren assembled at Hal- 
lowell, a large booth was constructed 
of evergreen, placed in an airy situa- 
tion, and tastefully decorated; where 
the following toasts, previously pre- 
pared, were drank, accompanied by 
appropriate music from the band. 

1. The general grand chapter of 
the United States.—United States’ 
march. 

2. The grand chapter under whose 
auspicies we are, constituted—May 
her wisdom and zeal be perpetuated 
through all time, and “her children 
of the latest posterity rise up and call 
her blessed.” —Massachusetts’ march. 

8. The grand todge of Maine— 
Though yet in its cradle, may it like 
the infant Hercules, strangle the ser- 
pent of discord, and pursue its victo- 
rious career, till every monster of vice 
shall be exterminated from our land.— 
Maine march. 

4. The grand master and govern- 
or of Maine—His path of duty as a 
ray of light; neither intrigue nor fac- 
tion can divert him from his course.— 
Governor King’s march. 

5. The Craft—Sacred is the pledge, 
sacred be its redemption.—Song in the 
Stranger. 

6. Masonry—A beam from the 
fountain of light: may its rays extend 
till the whole world shali see its whole 
character.—F ree Mason’s march. 

7. The keystone of the royal Ma- 
sonic arch—It sustains an edifice more 
beautiful than the temple of Solomon, 
and more durable than the pyramids of 
Egypt.— Royal arch Mason’s march. 

8. The memory of our grand mas- 
ter—W ASHINGTON.—Dirge. 


9. The memory of our grand mas- 
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ter Solomon—Those who have beheld 
his wisdom by the light of Masonry, 
may exclaim with the Queen of the 
South, “the half had not been told 
me.”—QO how shall I in language 
weak, 

The recent consecration of the grand 
lodge, and of three royal arch chapters 
in Maine, within so short a period, is 
a circumstance unequalled in Masonic 
history, and must be flattering to those 
who take a deep interest in the pros- 
perity of the art. And in concluding 
these remarks, we cannot refrain from 
noticing the very impressive charges 
delivered to the several chapters by 
the M. E. D. grand high priest, who 
presided in a manner that gave uni- 
versal satisfaction.” 


te 


FROM OHIO. 


A letter from the honourable Caleb 
Atwater, of Circleville Ohio, to the 
editor of the Masonic Register, states, 
that no doubt can be entertained that 
the people who erected the. ancient 
works in that part of America, were 
Masons, from the discovery of many 
mounds in the earth containing em- 
blems of the order, and other valuable 
curiosities. He has generously pro- 
mised us a particular communication 
upon the subject, accorapanied by ele- 
gant drawings, which he says “ will 
occupy many pages of the Register.” 
He states, that “the ancient people 
were from India, and that their lodges 


_were either on the highest hills, or in 


the lowest vales, and always near run- 
ning water.” ‘Through the favour of 
this gentleman, we hope to be enabled 
to enrich some of the future numbers of 
the Register, with much important in- 
formation, not only interesting to our 
Masonic brethren, but to the public 
generally. 


—<_—— 

Grorce Wasuincron, the father 
of his country, we hail as an illustri- 
ous leader of Masonry. He was not 
a nominal member, but a faithful bro- 
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ther, and a constant practiser of the 
duties involved in that connection. 
He was a zealous promoter of the in- 
terest of the fraternity, always accept- 
ed with pride and gratitude of its hon- 
ours, which he reflected upon it with 
increased lustre. He sanctioned our 
meetings by his presence; partook 
the rites and discharged the duties of 
the craft through a long course of con- 
stant attendance. When military and 
— life was over with him ; when 


e€ was satiated with honour, and | 


SS upon his taste, still did 
cherish a fond affection for our 
mysteries: and as punctually as he 
attended public worship in the church, 
would he attend private worship in the 
lodge. RicHarps. 

Masonic science has the best tenden- 
cy: it not only measures the earth and 
seas, but ascertains the magnitudes and 
stations of the stars; it scrutinizes the 
hidden mysteries of philosophical dis- 
quisition ; it teaches us that God made 
the heaven and the earth; also, that 
whatever is done therein, he is the 
mighty doer thereof. And when we 
cannot, by human wisdom, discover 
the cause of the adhesion of matter, or 
how the earth is carried through its 
evolutions, and poised in a true equii- 
ibrium by its specific gravity ; it teach- 
es us that the allotment of man which 
some (falsely called) philosophers, 
have styled an eternal sleep, will, 
when we have pass-ed the gloomy pas- 
sage, open to our view, all that source 
of instruction, of which human wisdom 
can give us but a very faint glimmering. 

VANDERBILT. 


i 

GERMAN MASONIC PRECEPT. 

Detest avarice and ostentation. Do 
not look for the reward of virtue in 
the plaudits of the multitude, but in 
the innermost recesses of thy own 
heart; and if thou canst not make as 
many happy as thou desirest, reflect on 
the sacred tie of benevolence, which 
unites us, and exert thyself to the ut- 
most in promoting our lubour of love. 








GENERAL CONSTITUTION. 


_ It being our wish to render this 
work worthy a preservation in the ar- 
chives of Masonry, as a general de- 
posit of knowledge, and table of re- 
ference, in all matters of importance 
to the fraternity, and considering it a 
matter of great moment, that each in- 
dividual should possess a thorough 
knowledge of the rules and laws to 
which he owes allegiance, to whatever 
institution he may belong, we here in- 
sert, at full length, the constitution of 
the general grand royal arch chapter 
of the United States; to be followed, 
in succeeding numbers, by the laws, 
rules, and regulations, of the various 
other Masonic degrees. We are not 
unaware, that a number of our Mason- 
ic brethren already possess these doc- 
uments, but when they consider, that 
a great majority are without them, 
they will readily observe the utility 
of recording them in the Masonic 
Register. 


Tue Generat Granp Royat Arcn 
ConsTITUTION, FOR THE UNITED 
SrTaTes oF AMERICA. 


ARTICLE I, 


Of the General Grand Chapter. 

Secr. 1. There shall be a General 

Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Ma- 
sons for the United States of Ameri- 
ca, which shall be holden as is’ herein- 
after directed, and shall consist of a 
general grand high priest, deputy gen- 
eral grand high priest, general grand 
king, general grand scribe, secretary, 
treasurer, chaplain, and marshal; and 
likewise of the several grand and de- 
puty grand high priests, kings, and 
scribes, for the time being, of the sev- 
eral state grand chapters, uhder the 
jurisdiction of this general grand chap- 
ter; and of the past general grand high 
priests, deputy general grand high 
priests, kings, and scribes of the said 
general grand chapter; and the afore- 
said officers, or their proxies, shall be 
the only members and voters in said 
general grand chapter. And no per- 
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son shall be constituted a proxy, un- 
less he be a present or past officer of 
this, or a state grand chapter. 

Sect. 2. general grand chap- 
ter shall meet septennially, on the se- 
cond Thursday in September, for the 
choice of officers, and other business : 
dating from the second Thursday in 
September, A. D. 1805, at such place 
as may, from time to time, be appoint. 
ed. 7 
Sect. 3. A special meeting of the 
general grand chapter shal] be called 
whenever the general grand high priest, 
deputy general grand high priest, gen- 
eral grand king, and general grand 
scribe, or any two of them, may deem 
it necessary; and also whenever it 
may be required by a majority of the 
grand chapters of the states aforesaid, 
provided such requisition be made 
known in writing, by the said grand 
chapters respectively, to the general 
grand high priest, deputy general 
grand high priest, king or scribe. 
And it shall be the duty of the said 
general officers, and they are each of 
them severally authorized, empow- 
ered, and directed, upon receiving 
official notice of such requisition 
from a majority of the grand chap- 
ters aforesaid, to appoint a time and 
place of meeting, and notify each of 
the state grand chapters thereof ac- 
cordingly. 

Secr. 4. It shall be incumbent on 
the general grand high priest, deputy 
general grand high priest, general 
grand king, and general grand scribe, 
severally, to improve and perfect 
themselves in the sublime arts, and 
work of mark masters, past mas- 
ters, most excellent masters, and roy- 
al arch Masons ; to make themselves 
masters of the several Masonic lec- 
tures and antient charges; to consult 
with each other, and with the grand and 
deputy grand high priests, kings, and 
scribes of the several states aforesaid, 
for the purpose of adopting measures 
suitable and proper for diffusing “a 
knowledge of the said lectures, and 
charges, and an uniform mode of 


R 








working, in the several chapters and 
lodges throughout this jurisdiction ; 
and the better to effect this laudable 
purpose, the aforesaid general grand 
officers are severally hereby authori- 
zed, and empowered, to visit and pre- 
side in any and every chapter of royal — 
arch Masons, and lodge of most excel- 
lent, past, or mark master Masons, 
davighea the said states, and to give 
such instructions and directions as the 
good of the fraternity may require ; 
always adhering to the antient land- 
marks of the order. 

Secr. 5. In all cases of the absence 
of any officer from any body of Ma- 
sons, instituted or holdeh by virtue 
of this constitution, the officer next in 
rank shall succeed his superior; un- 
less through courtesy said officer 
should decline in favour of a past 
superior officer present. And i case 


| of the absence of all the officers from 


any legal meeting of either of the bo- 
dies aforesaid, the members present, 
according to seniority and abilities, 
shall fill the several offices. 

Secr. 6. In every chapter or lodge 
of Masons, instituted or holden by 
virtue of this constitution, all ques- 
tions (except upon the admission of 
members or candidates) shall be de- 
termined by a majority of votes; the 
presiding officer for the time being, 
being entitled to vote, if a member; 
and in case the votes should at any 
time be equally divided, the presiding 
officer as aforesaid, shall give the cast- 
ing vote. 

Secr. 7. The general grand royal 
arch chapter, shall be competent (on 
concurrence of two thirds of its mem- 
bers present) at any time hereafter, 
to revise, amend, and alter this consti- 
tution. 

Secr. 8. In case any casualty 
should at any time hereafter, prevent 
the septennial election of officers, the 
several grand officers shall sustain 
their respective offices until successors 
are duly elected and qualified. 

Secr. 9. The general grand high 
priest, deputy general grand high 
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priest, general grand king, and gen- 
eral grand scribe, shall severally have 
power and authority to institute new 
royal arch chapters, and lodges of the 


subordinate degrees, in any state in- 


which there is not a grand chapter 
regularly established. But no new 
chapter shall be instituted in any state 
wherein there is a chapter or chap- 
ters holden under the authority of this 
constitution, without a recommenda- 
tion from the chapter nearest the re- 
sidence of the petitioners. “The fees 
for instituting a new royal arch chap- 
ter, with the subordinate degrees, 
shall be ninety dollars; and for a 
new mark masters’ lodge, twenty dol- 
lars ;-exclusive of such compensation 
to the grand secretary, as the grand 
officers aforesaid may deem reason- 
able. : 


ARTICLE If. | 


Of the State Grand Royal Arch 
Chapters. 


Secr. 1. The state grand chapters 
shall severally consist of a grand high 
priest, deputy grand high priest, 
grand king, grand scribe, grand secre- 
tary, grand treasurer, grand chap- 
lain, and grand, marshal, and like- 
wise of the high priests, kings, and 
scribes, for the time being, of the 
several chapters over which they shall 
respectively preside, and of the past 
— and deputy grand high priests, 

ings, and scribes, of the said grand 
chapters; and the said enumerated 
officers (or their proxies) shall be the 
ouly members and voters in the said 
grand chapters respectively. 

Secr. 2. ‘The state grand chapters 


shall severally be holden at least once 


in every year, at such times and pla- 
ces as they shall respectively direct; 
aud the grand or deputy grand high 
priests respectively, for the time being, 
may at any time, call a special meet- 


ing, to be holden at such place as they . 


shall severally think proper to ap- 


poi nt. 


Sect. 38. The officers of the state 


grand chapters shall be chosen annual- 








GENERAL GRAND ROYAL ARCH 


ly by ballot, at such time and place 
as the said grand chapters shall re- 
spectively direct. 

Secr. 4. The several state grand 
chapters (subject to the provisions of 
this constitution) shall have the sole 
government and superintendence, of 
the several royal arch chapters, and 
lodges of most excellent, past, and 
mark master Masons within their re- 
spective jurisdictions; to assign their 
limits; and settle controversies that 
may happen between them; and shall 
have power, under their respective 
seals, and the sign manual of their re- 
spective grand or deputy grand high 
priests, kings, and scribes, (or their le- 
gal proxies) attested by their respec- 
tive secretaries, to constitute new 
chapters of royal arch Masons, and 
lodges of most excellent, past, and 
mark master Masons, within their re- 
spective jurisdictions, 

Seer. 5. The grand and deputy 
grand high priests severally, shall 
have the power and authority, when- 
ever they shall deem it expedient, (du- 
ring the recess of the grand chapter of 
which they are officers) to grant letters 
of dispensation, under their respective 
hands, and private seals, toa com- 
petent number of petitioners (possess- 
ing the qualifications required by the 
Oth section of the second article) em- 
powering them to open a chapter of 
royal arch Masons, and lodge of most 
excellent, past, and mark master Ma- 
sons, for a certain specified: term of 
time: provided, that the said term of 
time shall not extend beyond the next 
meeting of the grand chapter of the 
state in which such dispensation shall 
be granted; and provided further, 
that the same fees as are required by 
this constitution for warrants, shall be 
first deposited in the hands of the 
grand treasurer. And in all cases of 
such dispensations, the grand or de- 
puty grand high priests, respectively, 
who may grant the same, shall make | 
report thereof, at the next stated meet- 
ing of the grand chapter of their re- 
spective jurisdictions, when the said 
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grand chapters respectively, may ei- | 


ther continue or recall the said dis- 
pensations, or may grant the petition- 
ers a warrant of constitution; and in 
case such warrant shall be granted, 
the fees first deposited, shall be cred- 
ited in payment for the same; but if 
a warrant should not be granted, nor 
the dispensation continued, the said 
fees shall be refunded to the petition- 
ers, excepting only such part thereof 
as shall have been actually expended 
by means of their application. 

Sect. 6. The several state grand 
chapters shall possess authority, upon 
the institution of new royal arch por 

the 
in their respective jurisdictions, to re- 
quire the payment of such fees as they 
may deem expedient and _ proper; 
which said fees shall be advanced and 
paid into the treasury before a war- 
rant or charter shall be issued. 

Sect. 7. No warrant shall be 
granted, for instituting lodges of most 
excellent or past masters, independent 
of a chapter of royal arch Masons. 

Secr. 8. The grand chapters 
severally, shall have power to require 
from the several chapters and lodges 
under their respective jurisdictions, 
such reasonable proportion of sums, 
received by them for the exaltation or 
advancement of candidates, and such 
certain annual sums from their re- 
spective members, as by their ordi- 


nances or regulations shall hereafter 


be appointed ; all which said sums or 
dues shall be made good, and paid 
annually, by the said chapters and 
lodges respectively, into the grand 
treasury of the grand chapter under 
which they hold their authority, on or 
before the first day of the respective 
annual meetings of the said grand 
chapters. 

Sect. 9. No warrant for the insti- 
tution of a new chapter of royal arch 
Masons shall be granted, except upon 
the petition of nine regular royal arch 
Masons ; which petition shall be ac- 
companied by a certificate from the 
chapter nearest to the place where the 








new chapter is intended to be opened, 
vouching for the moral characters 
and Masonic abilities, of the peti- 
tioners, and recommending to the 
grand chapter under whose authority 
they act, to grant their prayer. And 
no warrant for the institution of a 
lodge of mark master Masons shall be 
granted, except upon the petition of 
(at least) five regular mark master 
Masons, accompanied by vouchers 
from the nearest lodge of that degree. 
similar to those required upon the in- 
stitution of a chapter. ) 

Secr. 10. The grand secretaries 
of the state grand chapters, shall sev- 
erally, make an annual communication 
to each other, and also to the general 
grand secretary, containing a list of 
grand officers, and all such other mat- 
ters as may be deemed necessary for 
the mutual information of the said 
grand chapters. And the said grand 
secretaries shall alsoregularly transmit 
to the general grand secretary a copy 
of all their bye-laws and regulations. 

Secor. 11. Whenever there shall 
have been three, or more, royal arch 
chapters, instituted in any state, by 
virtue of authority derived from this . 
constitution, a grand chapter may be 
formed in such state, (with the appro- 
bation of one or more of the geneval 
grand officers) by the high priests, 
kings, and scribes, of the said chapters, 
who shall be authorized to elect the 
erand officers. Provided always, that 
no new state grand chapter shall be 
formed until after the expiration of 
one year from the establishment of 
the junior chapter in such state, 

Secr. 12. The several grand and 
deputy grand high priests, kihgs, and 
scribes, for the time being, of the 
several state grand chapters, are bound 
to the performance of the same du- 
ties, and are invested with the same 
powers and prerogatives, throughout 
their respective jurisdictions, as are 
prescribed to the general grand ofh- 
cers, in the 4th section, 1st article of 
this constitution. 

Sect. 13. The jurisdiction of the 
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several state grand chapters, shall not 
extend beyond the limits of the state 
in which they shall respectively be 
holden. 
‘ARTICLE Ul. 
Of the subordinate Chapters and 
Lodges. | 
Sect. 1. All legally constituted as- 
semblies of royal arch Masons are 
called chapters; as regular bodies of 
mark masters, past masters, and most 
excellent masters, are called lodges.* 
Every chapter oight to assemble for 
work, at least once in every three 
months ; and must consist of an high 
peer king, scribe, captain of the 
ost, principal sojourner, royal arch 
captain, three grand masters, secreta- 
ry, treasurer, and as many members 
as may be found convenient for work- 
ing to advantage. 
Secr. 2. Every chapter of royal 
arch Masons, and lodge of mark mas- 
ter Masons, throughout this jurisdic- 


tion shall have a warrant of constitu- 
_tion, from the grand chapter of the 


state in which they may respectively 
be holden, or a warrant from one of 
the general grand officers. And no 
chapter or lodge shall be deemed legal 
without such warrant; and Masonic 
communication (either public or pri- 
vate) is hereby interdicted and for- 
bidden, between any chapter or lodge 
under this jurisdiction, or any mem- 
ber of either of them, and any. chap- 
ter, lodge or assembly, that may be 
so illegally formed, opened or holden, 


_ without such warrant, or any or ei- 


ther of their members, or any person 
exalted, or advanced in such illegal 
chapter or lodge. But nothing in this 
section shall be construed to affect any 
chapter or lodge which was establish- 
ed betore the adoption of the grand 
royal arch constitution, et Hartford, 
on the 27th day of January, A. D. 
1798. 

- Secr. 3. Whenever a warrant is 
issued for instituting a chapter of rey- 


* The subordinate degrees of Masonry, 
are Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, and 
Master Mason, these are also called Lodges. 


| 











al arch Masons, with a power in said 
warrant to open and hold a lodge of 
most excellent, past, and mark master 
Masons, the high priest, king, and 
scribe, for the time being, of such 
chapter, shall be the master and war- 
dens in said lodges, according to se- 
niority. 

Secr. 4. All applications for the 
exaltation or advancement of candi- 
dates, in any chapter or lodge, under 
this jurisdiction, shall lie over, at least 
one meeting, for the consideration of 
the members. 

Secr. 5. No Mason shall be a 
member of two separate and distinct 
bodies, of the same denomination, at 
one and the same time. 

Sect. 6. No chapter shall be re- 
moved without the knowledge of the 
high priest, nor any motion made for 
that purpose in his absence; but if 
the high priest be present, and a mo- 
tion is made and seconded for remov- 
ing the chapter, to some more con- 
venient place (within the limits pre- 
scribed in their warrant) the high 
priest shall forthwith cause notifica- 
tions to be issued, to all the members, 
informing them of the motion, for re- 
moval, and of the time and place 
when the question is to, be determin- 
ed; which notice shall be issued at 
least ten days previous to the appoint- 
ed meeting. But if the high priest 
(after motion duly made and seconded 
as aforesaid) should refuse or neglect 


to cause’ the notices to be issued as — 


aforesaid, the officer next in rank, who 
may be present at the next regular 
meeting following, (upon motion made 
and seconded for that purpose) may 
in like manner issue the said notices. 

Secr. 7. All mark master Ma- 
sons’ lodges shall be regulated, in cases 
of removal, by the same rules as are 
prescribed in the foregoing section for 
the removal of chapters. 

Secr. 8. The high priest, and 
other officers, of every chapter, and 
the officers of every ioe of mark 
master Masons, shall be chosen annu- 


ally, by ballot. 
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Secr. 9. The high priest ofevery 
chapter, has it in special charge, as ap- 
pertaining to his office, duty, and dig- 
nity, to see that the bye-laws of his 
chapter, as well asthe general grand 
royal arch constitution, and the geae- 
ral regulations of the grand chapter, be 
duly observed; that all the other offi- 
cers of his chapter, perform the duties 
of their respective offices faithfully, 
and are examples of diligence and in- 
dustry to their companions; that true 
and exact records be kept of all the 
proceedings of the chapter by the se- 
cretary; thatthe treasurer keep and 
render exact and just accounts ofall the 
monies belopging to the chapter ; that 
regular returns be made by the secre- 


tary, annually, to the grand chapter of 


ofall admissions of candidates or mem- 
bers; and that the annual dues to the 
grand chapter be regularly and punc- 
tually paid. He has the special care 
and charge of the warrant of his chapter. 
He has the right and authority of call- 
ing his chapter at pleasure, upon any 
emergency or occurrence which in his 
judgment may require their meeting, 
and he is to fill the chair when _pres- 
ent. It is likewise his duty, together 
with his king and scribe, to attend 
the meetings of the grand chapter 
(when duly summoned by the grand 
secretary) either in person, or by 
proxy. 

Secr. 10. For the preservation 
of secrecy and good harmony, and in 
order that due decorum may be ob- 
served while the chapter is engaged 
in business, a worthy royal arch Ma- 
son is to be appointed from time to 
time for tyling the chapter. His duty 
is fixed by custom, and known in all 
regular chapters. He may be elected 
amnually, but is to continue in office 
only during good behaviour, and is to 
be paid for his services. 

Sect. 11. All lodges of mark 
master Masons are bound to observe 
the two preceding articles, as far as 
they can be applied to the govern- 
ment of a lodge. 


Secr. 12. No chapter shall con- 


———— 
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fer the degrees of mark master Ma- 
son, past master, most excellent mas- 
ter, and royal arch Mason, upor any 
brother, for a less sum than twe 
dollars. And no lodge of mark mas- 
ter Masons, shall advance a brother 
to that degree for a less sum than four 
dollars. 

Sect. 13. When either of the 
officers or members of the general 
grand chapter, or of any of the state 
grand chapters, cannet personally at- 
tend their respective meetings, they 
shall severally have the authority to 
constitute a proxy, which proxy shall 
have thesame right to a seat and vote 
as his constituent. 


ARTICLE. IV. 


Of constituting “new Chapters. 


Sect. 1. When a warrant of con- 
stitution is granted, by either of the 
general grand officers, or either of the 
state grand chapters, for constituting 
a new chapter of royal arch Masons, 
the grand officers, respectively, shall 
appoint a day and hour for constitu- 
ting the same, and installing the new 
officers. On the day and hour ap- 
pointed, the grand or deputy grand 
high priest, [or the presiding ofhcer 
for the time being,] with his officers, 
meet in a convenient room, near to 
the place where the new chapter is to 
be constituted. - The officers of the 
new chapter are to be examined, by the 
deputy grand high priest, or some 
companion appointed for that pur- 
pose; after they are approved, they 
are to return to the hall, and prepare 
for the reception of the grand chapter. 
When notice is given, by the grand 
marshal, that they are prepared, the 
grand chapter walks in procession to 
the hall, when the officers appointed 
for the new chapter, resign their seats 
to the grand officers, and take their 
several stations on the left; the neces- 
sary cautions are then given from the 
chair, and the ceremony commences 
by performing an anthem or ode, 
adapted to the occasion. The off- 


| cers and members of the new chapter 
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then form in front of the grand high 
priest. . 
The deputy grand high priest 
then informs the grand high priest, 
that “a number of companions duly 
instructed in the sublime mysteries, 
being desirous of promoting the hon- 
our of the art, have applied to the 
grand chapter for a warrant to consti- 
tute a new chapter of royal arch Ma- 
sons, which having obtained, they are 
now assembled for the purpose of 
being constituted, and having their 

cers installed. in due and antient 
form.” : 

The grand high priest then directs 
the grand secretary to read the war- 
rant, which being done, he asks the 


‘members of the new chapter if they 


still approve of the officers nominated 
therein; this being signified accord- 
ingly, the grand high priest rises and 
says, 

“By virtue of the high powers in 
me vested, I do form you, my worthy 
companions,’ into a regular chapter of 
royal arch Masons; from henceforth 
you afe authorized and empowered to 
open and hold a lodge of mark mas- 
ters, past masters, and most excellent 
masters, and a chapter of royal arch 
Masons; and to do and perform all 
such things as thereunto may apper- 
tain; conforming in all your doings 
to the general grand royal arch con- 
stitution, and the general regulations 
of the state grand chapter; and may 
the God of your fathers be with you, 
guide and direct you, in all your do- 
ings. ” 


Grand Tlonours. 


The furniture, jewels, implements, 
utensils, &c. belonging to the chap- 
ter, (having previously been placed 
in due form, covered, in the centre,) 
are then uncovered, and the new 
chapter is dedicated, in antient man- 
ner and form, as is well described 
in the most excellent masters’ de- 
gree. The deputy grand high priest, 
then presents the first officer of the 


| 








new chapter to the grand high priest, 
saying, 
“ Most Excellent Grand High Priest, 


I present you my worthy compan- 
ion , hominated in the war- 
rant, to be installed high priest, of 
this new chapter; I find “him to be 
skilful in the royal art, and attentive 
to the moral precepts of our fore fa- 
thers, and have therefore no doubt but 
he will discharge the duties of his of- 
fice with fidelity.” 

The grand high priest then addres- 
ses him as follows : 


“ Most Excellent Companion, 


I feel much satisfaction in perform- 
ing my duty on the present occasion, 
by installing you into the office of high 
priest of this new chapter. It is an 
office highly honourable to all those 








| who diligently perform the important 


duties annexed to it; your reputed 
Masonic knowledge, however, pre- 
cludes the necessity of a particular 
enumeration of those duties; I ghall 
therefore only observe, that by a fre- 
quent recurrence to the constitution, 
and general regulations, and a con- 
stant practice of the several sublime 
lectures and charges, you will be best 
able to fulfil them; and Lam confi- 
dent, that the companions who are 
chosen to preside with you, will give 
strength to your endeavours, and sup- 
port your exertions. 1 shall now pro- 
pose certain questions to you, relative 
to the duties of your office, and to 
which I must request your unequivo- 
cal answer. 

1. Do you solemnly promise that 
you will redouble your endeavours, 
to correct the vices, purify the morals, 
and promote the me re of those 
of your brethren who have attained 
this sublime degree. 

2. That you will never suffer your 
chapter to be opened unless there be 
present nine regular royal arch Ma- 
sons. 

3. That you will never suffer ei- 
ther more or less than three brethren 
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tobe exalted in your chapter at one 
and the same time. 

4. That you will not exalt any 
one to this degree, who has not shown 
a charitable and humane disposition ; 
or who has not made a considerable 
proficiency in the foregoing degrees. 

5. That you will promote the gen- 
eral good of our order, and on all pre 
pet occasions be ready to give and re- 
ceive instructions, and particularly 
from the general and state grand offi- 
cers. | 

6. That to the utmost of your 
power you will preserve the solemni- 
ties of our ceremonies, and behave, 
in open chapter, with the most pro- 
found respect and reverenee, as an 
example to your companions. 

7. That you will not acknowledge 
or have intercourse with any chapter 
that does not work under a constitu- 
tional warrant or dispensation. 

8. ‘That you will not admit any 
visiter into your chapter who has not 
beengxalted in a chapter legally con- 
stituted, without his being first for- 
mally healed. 

9. That you will observe and 
support such bye-laws as may be made 
by your chapter, in conformity to the 
general grand royal arch constitution, 
and the. general regulations of the 
grand chapter. 

10, ‘That you will pay due respect 
and obedience to the instructions of 
the general and state grand officers, 
particularly relating to the several lec- 
tures and charges, and will resign the 
chair to them, severally, when they 
may visit your chapter. 

11. That you will support and 
observe the general grand royal arch 
constitution, and the general regula- 
tions of the grand royal arch chapter 
under whose authority you act. 

Do you submit toall these things, 
and do you promise to observe and 
practice them faithfully ?” 

These questions being answered in 
the affirmative, the companions all 
kneel in due form, and the grand high 
priest or grand chaplain, repeats the 
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following, or some other suitable 
prayer : 

“ Most holy and glorious Lord, 
God, the great high priest of Heaven 
and earth. | 

We approach thee with réverence, 
and implore thy blessing omthe com- 
panion to preside over this new as- 
sembly, and now prdstrate before 
thee ; fill his heart with thy fear, that 
his tongue and actions may pronouace 
thy glory. Make him steadfast in thy 
service; grant him firmness of mggd } 
animate his heart, strengthen 
endeavours ; may ach thy judg- 
ments and thy laws and may the in- 
cense he shall put before thee, upon 
thine altar, prove an acceptable sacri- 
fice unto thee. Bless him, O Lord, 
and bless the work of his hands. Ac- 
cept us in merey; hear thou from 
Heaven thy dwelling place, and for- 
give our transgressions. | 

Glory be to God the Father; as it 
was in the begipning, &c.” Response, 
‘so mote it be.” : 

All the companions except high 
priests, and past high priests, are then 
desired to withdraw, while the new 
high priest is. solemnly -bound to the 
performance of his duties} and after 
the performance Of other necessary 
ceremonies, not proper to be written, 
they are permitted to return. 


The grand high priest then addres- 
ses the new high priest, as follows ; 


“ Most Excellent Companion, 


Tn consequence of your cheerful ac- 
quiescence with the charges and regu- 
lations just recited, I now declare you 
duly installed and anointed high priest 
of this new chapter; not doubting 
your determination to support the 
reputation and honoar of our sublime 
order. I now cheerfully deliver unto 






you the warrant under which you are 
to work; and I doubt not you will 
govern with such good order and 
regularity, as will convince your com- 
panions that their partiality has not 
been improperly placed.” 

The grand high priest, then clothes 
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and invests the new high priest with 
various implements and insignia of 
the order, with suitable charges to 
each of them. 

The d high priest then installs 
the sevefal subordinate officers in turn ; 
and points out to them the duties ap- 
pervaiging to their respective offices ; 

hich*he pronounces a suitable 
to the new chapter, and closes 
rs ceremony, with the following 


benediction : 

‘e Lord be with you all; let bro- 

love ; be not forgetful 

to entertaip: ers; now the God 

of peace, reme high priest, 
e you perfect to do his will. 

Glory be to God on high, and on 
earth peace and good will to men. 
As it was in the beginning, is now, 
and ever shall be, &c. 

Secr. 2. At the institution of all 
lodges of mark master Masons, under 
this jurisdiction, the same ceremonies 
as are prescribed in the foregoing sec- 
tion, are to be observed, as far as they 
will apply to that degree. 







Sect. 3 Whenever it shall be in- 


convenient for the general grand off- 
cers, or the gragd or deputy grand high 
priests, respectively, to attend in per- 
son, to constitut® a new chapter or 
lodge, and ‘install the officers, they 
shall severally have power and author- 
ity, to appoint some worthy high 
priest, or past high priest, to perform 
the necessary ceremonies. 

Secr. 4. The officers of every chap- 
ter and lelige under this jurisdiction, 
before they énter upon the exercise of 
their respective offices, and also the 
members of all such chapters and, lodg- 
es, and every candidate upon his admis- 
sion into the same, shall take the fol- 
lowing obligation, viz. “I, A. B.do 
promise and swear, that I will sup- 
port and maintain the general grand 
royal arch constitution.” 


I héreby certify, that the foregoing 
8 a true copy of the General Grand 
Royal Arch Constitution for the 
United States of America, as altered, 
amended, apd ratified, at a meeting of 








a general grand chapter, begun and 
holden at New-York, in the state of 
New-York, on the 6th day of June, 
A. D. 1816, 
Witness, 
JOHN ABBOT, G. G. Secretary. 





At the last septennial méing of the 
Pee grand chapter of the United 

tates, held at St. John’s Hall, in the 
city of New-York, in September last, 
the grand chapters of the states of 
Ohio and Kentucky, were regularly 
recognized; and the general grand 
secretary, was authorized , upon his 
receiving offigal information of the 
organization of a grand chapter in the 
state of New-Hampshire, to issue a 
circular, recognizing the same. 

A committee, appointed to consid- 
er whether any amendments to the 
constitution were necessary, after due 
consideration, reported in the negative, 
and the report was accepted. 

A communication was received, on 
the subject of forming a grand chap- 
ter in the state of New-Jersey, which 
was referred to a committee, who re- 
ported unfavourably to the measure, 
on the ground that there were but two 
royal arch chapters in the state, ac- 
knowledging the jurisdiction of this 
general grand chapter. The report 
was accepted. 


The following most excellent com- 
panions, were elected general grand 
officers for the ensuing seven years : 

M. E. Dewirr Curmron, of Alba- 
ny, New-York, general grand high 
priest. 

M. E. Henry Fow se, of Boston, 
Massachusetts, deputy-general grand 
high priest. 

M. E. Joun Snow, of Worthing- 
ton, Ohio, general grand king. 

M. E. Puiip P. Ecxet, of Balti- 
more, Maryland, general grand scribe. 

M. E. Joun Assor, of Westford, 
Massachusetts, general grand secre- 
tary. 

'M.E. Perer Grinne xt, of Provi- 
dence, Rhode-Isiand, general grand 
treasurer. 
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M.E. Rev. Jonaruan Nye, of 
New-Fane, Vermont, general grand 
chaplain. . 

M. E. Davin G. Cowan, of Dan- 
ville, Kentucky, general grand mar- 
shal. 


GRAND LODGE OFFICERS. 
The following is a list of the Offi- 


cers of the Grand Lodge of the state 
of New-York. 


M. W. Daniex D. Tompkins, grand 
master. 

R. W. Jonw W. Mutuican, depu- 
ty grand master. 

R. W. Wiwiam Ixvine, senior 
grand warden. . 

R. W. Exssua Gisert, junior 
grand warden. 

R, W. Extas Hicks, grand secre- 
tary. : 

R. W. Cornexius Bocgrr, grand 
treasurer. 

Br. Hosea Donor, grand tiler. 

M. W. Rev. James Minor, grand 
chaplain. 

. Rev. Henry J. Fzxtus, assist- 

ant grand chaplain. : 

Br. Joszru Jacoss, grand pursui- 
vant. ' 

Br. James THornBuRN, assistant 
grand pursuivant, — 


The above named officers were du- 
ly elected by the grand lodge at their 
late communication, on the first Wed- 
nesday of June last. 


The following are appointed by, 
and hold their offices during the pleas- 
ure of the grand master : 


R. W. Exias Hicks, grand visitant 
of the first district. 

R. W. Esenezer Wapswortn, 
grand visitant of the second district. 

R. W. Josern Enos, grand visitant 
of the third district. 

W. A.S. Grass, 

W. J.G. Tanoy, grand 


W. Lewis Seymour, ( stewards. 


W. Wa. T. Hunrer, 








W. T. W. Gaaniss, 
W. J. Lyons, Jun. 
W. R. Srersens, 
W. J. I. Sickves, 


Grand Officers of Charity. 
W. Joun Brapy, 


grand 






Ist 
W. Tuomas F. Pornam 
W. Grorce M‘Kinuew, eles. 
W. Pierre TEvuer, ond 
W. Reso.vent Srepuens, oe 
W. Joun Decez, — 
W. Samver ad iMING 7 
W. Apranam,, ; i 
W. Puitir BecaNony . . 
W. Zesever Rino, ath 
W.. Dantet West, , 
W. Cares Bacon. renege 


The members of the first class constitute 
the Committee of Charity, from May to 
August. The second, from August to No- 
vember. The third, from November to 
February. The fourth, from February to 
May. . 

eae 
MASONIC DISCOURSE, 


Delivered at Columbus, Ohio, before 
Oun1o Loner, No. 30, at a recent 
anniversary of the festival of Sr. 
Jonn, the Evangelist. By Brother 
Joseru S. Huapes, of Delaware. 
Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are 

true, whatsoever things aré honest, what- 


soever things are just, whatsoever things 
are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, 


whatsoever things are of goed report; if 
there be re virtue, and if there be any 
praise, think on these things. . 


Pavut To THE PHILipians. 

A rational, intelligent being, eleva- 
ted to the observatory of scientific re- 
finement, in viewing the grand ma- 
chinery of nature, is, at once, over- 
whelmed with the god-like scenery 
which surrounds him. His mind hov- 
ering over the variegated harmony of 
the terrestrial creation, and expand- 
ing itself in view of the brilliant deco- 
rations of the heavens, lost in astonish- 
ment, he exclaims, “ Great and mani- 
fold are thy works, O God! in wis- 
dom hast thou made them all.” He 


is ushered into the immediate presence 


of the supreme Architect and govern- 
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or of the universe ; and m contempla- 
tion of his infinite wisdom, power, and 
benevolence, developed in his works, 
he adores the Great Supreme. 

A mind, thus exercised, is naturally 
induced to enquire, for what purpose 
is this wonderful display of divine glo- 
ry? and why is there such an aston- 
ishing yariety of objects, distinct in 
themselves, but harmoniously blended 
together, thus set forth to the view, 
embellished with the most attractive 
charms? No gatisfactory solution to 
these eld can other- 
wise be given, hat this furniture 
of heaven was provided for the inves- 
tigation, employment, and felicity of 
man, in due subordination to the glory 
of the Creator. And what is man? 
Yea; the enlightened mind will ex- 
claim, What is man, that thou, O 
God, art mindful of him, or the son of 
man, that thou thus shroudest him in 
the effulgence of thy glory ?. The men- 
tab and corporeal properties of hu- 
manity give an increased display of 
the great first cause, endowed with all 
those powers and qualities, necessary 
for the most exalted service, and the 
most exquisite sensations of refined 
enjoyment; his migd is a paradise of 
joy, and stich beings in social com- 
bination form a heaven of delight. 
Thus. furnished, mankind are placed 
m a very important and _ eligible 
sphere in the scale of creation. And 
had that course of moral rectitude 
been pursued, to which his cireum- 
stances directed, his interést invited, 
and his oblications urged, the dignity 
of his station would have remained 
unimpaired, and his felicity secure. 
But a deviation from this upright path, 
suddenly plunged him into dark con- 
fusion, and subverted the order and, 
harmony of this beautiful creation. 
No longer capable of contemplating, 
and communing with the source of 
wisdom and purity, he is tossed on the 
tumultuous wreck of primeval great- 
ness, and those sentiments of truth, 
beauty, order, and_ integrity, are, in 
this state of things, forever lost, and 
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overwhelmed by the inundating tor- 
rent of infernal corruption. 

O! unhappy subject of mortality ! 
must you thus bid an eternal adieu to 
celestial enjoyment, and banish forev- 
er those endearing sentiments of up- 
rightness and benevolence, in which, 
consists the very essence of life: and 
reteive those impressions of eternal 
infamy which never can be erased ? 
Must the odoriferous flowers of friend- 
ship and social joy, be at once blasted 
by the prostrating tempest of conflict- 
ing passion, and the insufferable ran- 
cour of eternal remorse? How wretch- 
ed is his condition, how gloomy his 
prospects! Behold him shivering on 
the barren shore of life, contemplating 
the unbounded ocean of desolating hor- 
ror, and not a solitary ray of hope to 
dissolve the impenetrable cloud which 
gathers around him. 

From this dark prison no created 
arm can rescue. What radiant stream 
of etherial light is that which darts 
upon the soul, and disparts the succes- 
sive shades of despairing gloom? Be- 
hold from Heaven, a celestial embas- 
sage! a dove-like seraph, gently de- 
scending on balmy wings tothe wretch- 
ed abodes of man, bearing the olive 
branch, the key of knowledge, and the 
word of lif®. Receive,” says the ce- 
lestial visitant, “ as Heaven's reposi- 
tory, this sacred treasure.” Hear the 
glad tidings of great joy, confide in 
the promise, conform to those things 
which are true, venerable, just, lovely, 
and of good report; receive the key 
of experiment, investigate the princi- 
ples of rectitude, and set thy heart up- 
on those virtuous, praise-worthy, and 
honourable pursuits of celestial purity, 
and then the branch of eternal peace 
and reconciliation shall secure a_per- 
fect restoration to perpetual and unal- 
loyed bliss. 

Innumerable and invaluable are the 
gifts and provisions of Heaven, for the 
felicity of man, and the restoration of 
moral rectitude, in the world. Vari- 
ous are the regulations of the Divine 
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these principles of virtue and prosper- 
ity, which form the prime character- 
istics of iatelligent creatures. Man is 
not only required to possess himself 
of those sentiments and impressions, 
which will shape his course of life ac-; 
cording to the rule of rectitude; but 
from the construction of his mind, the} 
talents committed to him, and the cem-. 
bination of circumstances in which he, 
is placed, it is evident, that innumera- 
ble reciprocal duties devolve upon him. | 
Among the most important obligations | 
of the divine government, are those, 
the fulfilment of which, call into exer- 
cise the tender feelings and benevolent 
sympathies of the soul, that kind of 
discipline which will divest man of the 
tinseled ornaments of fancied great- 
ness, and discover to him his impov- 
erished state; and that illumination 
which will exhibit the odiousness of 
moral deformity, and the simplicity 
and beauty of truth, purity, and up- 
rightness. ‘The experience, and ap- 
probation of great, wise, and good 
men, in all ages, abundantly testify 
that the mysteries of the Masonic or- 
DER possess the singular property of 
developing to the mind, the evil and 
misery of error in all its combination 
of horror ; and true virtue in its plain 
and simple dress, without any of those 
hypocritical ornaments, or sour for- 
malities which shackle the powers of 
the mind, and paralyse the benevolent 
feelings of the soul. From whence did 
this magnificent structure of truth, hon- 
esty, justice, purity, beauty, and sound 
reputation, take its rise? That ener- 
getic Divinity, which in the beginning 
commanded light to shine out of dark- 
ness, and breathed into existence the 
immortal mind, did then lay the foun- 
dation, and rear the eternal pillars of 
this stately edifice, which resisted the 
overwhelmapg billows that inundated 
the world§hich remain unimpaired 
by the corroding lapse of time, and 
will triumph victorious, in the last 
agony of expiring nature. The exte- 
rior of this system, has for its example, 
the precision, order, harmony, and 
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beauty, which the Divine Being has 
manifested in his works of creation. 
The mysterious treasures of the sanc- 
tuary are furnished by Divine revela- 
tion. This ipo system opens 
an unbounded field for the expansive 
faculties of the immortal soul. In it, 
the mind discovers the simple exist- 
ence, the combined dependence, and re- 
lation of the works of God. The obli- 
gations resulting from this dependence, 
the sweet lustre of truth, and the reward 
of virtue, are clearly and impressively 
exhibited. But abeveé all, the avenue 
of communication between the celes- 
tial and moral world is pointed out, 
and the true disciple of this mysterial 


order is enabled, from the mest infe-- ~~ 


rior state of humility, to mount, by 
sensible degrees, and successive steps, 
up to the throne of God. And al- 
though by the insinuating, decompos- 
ing influence of infernal stratagem, the 
first temple was demolished, and its 
foundation totally razed; the grand 
master builder slain, the key of Di- 
vine mystery apparently forever lost ; 
anarchy, jarring discord, and eternal 
remorse, as a despotic triumvirate, 
seated on a throne of perpetual do- 
minion. Yet, herein do we behold 
these powers of darkness deposed, and 
by the consummate skill, astonishing 
condescension, and unmerited, but in- 
finitely eflicacious mediation of the 
Great Restorer, the second temple ris- 
ing in unprecedented glory and mag- 
nificence. 

Those social virtues, the exercise of 
which constitute the greatest qvantum 
of temporal happiness, are here culti- 
vated and enforced. Man is hereby 
taught that he is a dependent being, 
and that those benefits which in neces- 
sity he receives, must be reciprocated, 
The gloomy vale of indigence and 
misery, is opened to the view, and the - 
strongest claims on the best feelings of 
the human heart, are made in a man- 
ner which ensures their successful dis- 
charge. Whatsoever things the atten- 
tion of a Mason is invited to, have eter- 
nal truth for their foundation: the Ho- 
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ly Scriptures are gived as the rule of 
moral government, and the truths re- 
vealed in them are im as the 
first and all important guide of faith 
and practice. Honesty, sincerity, jus- 
tice, and purity, with all the lovely 
and reputable doctrines and practices 
of the most precise and beneficent de- 

rtment, are strenuously required.— 
f there be any virtue in the exercise 
of those principles, which have their 
unquestionable source in the pure and 
immaculate mind of the Almighty 
architect, if there be any merit of 
praise in those practices which in mul- 
tiplied instances have meliorated the 
ferocious passions of men, assuaged 
the horrors of war, rescued the devoted 
victims of savage barbarity from the 
horrid instruments of torture and 
death, in visiting the disconsolate 
mansions of poverty, misfortune, and 
disease, and soothing the oppressed 
heart with the endearing impressions 


of genuine sympathy, accompanied | 


withthose alleviating supplies which 
the warm hand of charity afford, then 
is the Masonic system entitled to that 
approbation and respect which the 
apostolic injunction requires. 

What among men can be more 
praise worthy than the persevering 
and extensive exertions required by 
the laws of Masonry, to deliver the 
human heart from those jarring, and 
contentious passions with which it is 
vitiated, and to unite the whole fami- 
ly of intelligent beings in one indisso- 
luble bond of eternal friendship? 
This indestructible fabric of our order, 
has long survived the second glory of 
its appropriate emblem, and from its 
exalted turrets, the unassuming crafts- 
man beholds, without a single fear, the 
tumbling columns of earthly greatness, 
and the Parian monuments of other 
times mouldering in the dust around 
him. The votaries of this august 
edifice are armed with those invinci- 
ble weapons of defence. which are 
prevalent against the fell destroyer, to 
which other associations have fallen 
victims; and humbly rest satisfied 








with the conclusive evidence they 
possess, of the singular protection of 
their system by the ee of 
that Omnicient Providence without 
whose notice and Divine permission 
not even a sparrow falls! In these 
circumstances, it excites no surprise 
that the wondering world are inquisi- © 
tive respecting the mysteries which | 
the veil of secrecy enshrouds in the 
inmost recesses of the temple ; or that 
many desire to be informed of that 
which arrested the attention, and ex- 
cited the strongest approbation of a 
Locke, a Washington,* a Franklin, 
and Warren: those men whom we de- 
light to honour, and who were never 
dazzled with titles and distinctions, or 


* The following letter from our illustri- 
ous brother, George Wasnincton, Whose 
spirit has departed, but whose memory 
lives in every grateful heart, is in answer 
to an address from the grand lodge of Mas-. 
sachusetts, on their presenting him with 
their book of constitutions, which was ded- 
icated to him, December 27, A. D. 1792. 


‘‘ To the grand lodge of free and accepted Ma- 
sons, of the commonwealth of Massachusetts. 


“ Flattering as it may be to the human 
mind, and truly honvurable as it is to re- 
ceive, from our fellow citizens, testimonies 
of approbation for exertions to promote 
the public welfare, it is not less pleas- 
ing to know, that the milder virtues of the 
heart, are highly respected by a society, 
whose liberal principles are founded on the 
immutable laws of truth and justice. 

“ To enlarge the sphere of social happi- 
ness, is worthy of the benevolent design of 
Masonic institution; and it is most fer- 
vently to be wished, that the conduct of 
every member of the fraternity, as well as 
those publications that discover the princi- 
ples which actuate them, may tend to con- 
vince mankind, that the ?- object of 
Masonry, is to promote the happiness of 
the human race. : 

“While I beg’ your acceptance of m 
thanks for the book of constitutions whic 
~ have sent me, and for the honour you 
save done me in the dedication, permit 
me to assure you, that I feel all those emo- 
tions of gatitude, which your affectionate 
address aud cordial wishes are calculated 
to inspire ; and 1 sincerely pray, that the 
Great ARCHITECT OF TRE UNIVERSE may 
bless you here, and receive you hereafter 
into his immortal temple. 

_ GEORGE WASHINGTON.” 
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influenced by empty parade, or un- 
meaning ceremony. ‘These, with the 
wise, the mighty, and the good of an- 
cient periods, and of sainted memory, 
officiated at the sacred altar, and 
evinced that Masonry had charms to 
captivate the most exalted intellect. 

But notwithstanding the worthy 
characters who have mingled the rays 
of their mental illumination with the 
great lights of Masonry, and although 
the principles of the order, which 
have been freely published to the 
world, are acknowledged unexcep- 
tionable by its most virulent oppo- 
nents, yet numerous are the cavils, 
and objections made by the supersti- 
tious bigot, and suspicious infidel, 
who judge without investigation, re- 
flect at random, condemrat a venture, 
and “ speak evil of the things which 
they know not.” 

So frequently have the popular ob- 
jections against the order been conclu- 
sively answered, by a host of mighty 
champions for the cause, that I do 
not conceive it expedient or necessary, 
to detain you with an attempt of this 
kind. : 

And indeed, it is generally most ad- 
visable to treat with silence, the ca- 
lumnious invective, and smile at the 
convulsive struggles of inveterate ma- 
lice. Purity of motive and conscien- 
tious integrity, eventually triumph 
victoriously, and cause the sun of pros- 
perity to beam on the soul. 

So numerous, exalted, and captiva- 
ting are the subjects, which engage 
the attention and enrapture the heart 
of the Mason, that he is neither dispo- 
sed nor at leisure, to combat his ene- 
mies, and when assaulted by the in- 
noxious shafts of his adversary, that 
charity which perfumes the sanctuary 
of his devotion, excites in him the fer- 
vent ejaculation, accompanied with 
the bursting tear of compassion, “ Fa- 
ther forgive them, for they know not 
what they do.” And from the strong- 
est motives is this petition prefer- 
red, for so completely incorporated 
is this system with the holy reli- 








gion of the trione Jehovah, that an 
invective against it, is an incautious 
slander on that religion. Nor can 
we be c with the crime 
of placing a stumbling block in the 
way of those who are in the dark 
on this svbject. The principles of 
the order are published at large, 
the great Lights of Masonry afiord 
ample vision by their own illumin- 
ations, to discover what they are, and 
the reiterated, solemn declarations of 
unquestionable veracity, leave ungov- 
ernable prejudice without the cloak 
of palliation, and if this combined evi- 
dence will not enforce conviction, the 
testimony of the departed shade of 
Washington, or the martyr, St. Alban,* 
would prove unavailing. Permit the 
declaration of our Rev. brother In- 
wood of St. Paul’s in England, “ be- 
lieve me, (says he,) all ye who are 
not Masons, believe me, as one who 
dare not speak falsely before the awful 
presence of Almighty God, the Grand 
Architect of the heavens and the 
earth ; believe me, that the royal order 
of Masonry, however secret from its 
most early initiation to the present 
moment, has nothing belonging to it 
but what is so far from giving birth or 
growth to the commission of any thing 
inconsistent with the strictest parts of 
our holy religion, whether it respects 
our duty to God or man; yea so far 
from any thing of this, that every part 
of it, if duly followed, has a direct 
tendency to enforce the performance 
of every one of its most holy pre- 
cepts.” 

And now my hearers, what remains 
to satisfy curiosity and prejudice ? 
Shall we, at this time, rend the veil ot 
the temple, strip away the curtains of 
the sanctuary, and expose to the un- 
fegling gaze of common view, the del- 
icate charms and enchanting lustre oi 
solemn mystery / that which none 
have been suffered to behold, how- 


* St. Alban, who was the first Christian . 
martyr in England, and the first grand 
master in that country, suffered A. D 
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ever long characterised as Masons, 
and received the initiatory grades of 
the order, except such as by a long 
series of trial, patience, endurance, 
and perseverance, accompanied with 
the most piercing scrutiny of their 
principles and conduct, have been 
found worthy to enter in and behold ¢ 
Shall the mystery now dissolve, and 
this sublime order, at once be lost in 
the chaotic wreck of almost every oth- 
er system ‘This will never ; no, it 
never can be! 

“It is impossible but that offences 
should come,” and through the weak- 
ness and depravity of human nature, 
the best of institutions are frequently 
disreputed by the mal-conduet of their 
members. ‘The keepers of the gates 
of the temple, arrogate not the pre- 
rogative of judging man by his heart. 
Hence the address ef many an Absa- 
lom, and a Judas prevails. Let the 
% woe” then, fall upon him “ by whom 
the offence cometh ;” but let this ex- 
cellent iustitution be screened from 





- eorrupt imputation: for the objection, 


if admitted, will, in due proportion, 
aflect every system of virtue, proprie- 
and true religion amongst men. 
Although for the present, as hereto- 
fore, the votaries of Masonry may ex- 
pect tobe made the objects of ridi- 
cule and persecution, yet the true and 


faithful brother is enabled to discover 


within the veil, the glowing ‘spark of 
eharity which shall flame in every 
heart, and the dawning light of that 
day which is at no distont period, 
shall illumine the world with its high 
meridian splendour, when the trium- 


_phant arch of universal benevolence 


shall sensibly include the whole hu- 
man, family, and when peace, eternal 
peace, shall spread wide its wings, and 
cover all the borders of the inhabited 
world. 

Worshipful Masters, Wardens, and 
Brethren, permit me to congratulate 
you on the return of the anniversary of 
our beloved and long departed bro- 
ther, whose virtues we this day com- 
memorate, and while we refléct upon 


| 








his Heavenly character, his exalted 
virtue, his unbounded benevolence and 
compassionate sympathy: let. our 
hearts be inflamed with a laudable em- 
ulation imitate his life, and follow his 
example. He stiles himself “ a brother 
and companion in tribulation;” not 
only as having shared the bitter 
draught of adversity himself, but also, 
as one who voluntarily claimed rela- 
tionship with the numerous sons of 
sorrow, as a faithful companion, he 
mingled his tears with the weeping 
child of misfortune and woe, and by 
the soothing sympathy of a kindred’ 
spirit, infuses life and vigour into the 
soul sinking under the accumulated 
pressure of wretchedness. While the 
resplendent glory of his character, 
who was the faithful steward of the 
manifold mysteries of wisdom and 
godliness, bursts upon our slumbering 
memory, let us consider the import- 
ance of adapting this festive celebra- 
tion to the principles and practice of 
him whom we commemorate. Breth- 
ren, a great and valuable deposit has 
been placed in our hands, and on the 
regularity and uprightness of your con- 
duct and practice, much of the glory 
and renown of this institution depends. 
From the principles of the order, and 
especially on account of the declara- 
tions of its happy tendency, the world 
expects an abundant harvest of whole- 
some and delicious fruit. Let us then 
cautiously avoid those tempestuous 
blasts of passion, and dashing torrents 
of corruption, which devastate the 
the mental cultivation, blight the sweet 
and fragrant flowers of virtue, and 
eclipse in despairing gloom the bright 
prospects ofan abundant reward. As 
the further growth and additional 
glory of our sublime edifice depends 
much upon the rectitude and assiduous 
industry of the labourers employed, 
let us this day, while encircling the 
altar of yirtue, “ pass an irrevocable 
decree” of exclusion against every vice 
and impropriety that has ever intruded 
among us; raise the cautious hand of 


M répulsion against the approach of 
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profligate infidelity, and with salutary 
discipline, terminate the evil use of 
“ untempered mortar.” rs 
While I would invite you to rejoice 
with me, on account of the vigilance 
and determined resolutions, which ap- 
ar to exist in the breast of each 
member of the chapter lately estab- 
lished in this vicinity, against impro- 
r admissions to that exalted grade, 
fe every companion renew his vows, 
and with unceasing anxiety, solemnly 


reflect upon the vital importance of a_ 


cautious selection, and tremble in view 
of the probability, if not certainty, 
that the admission of a single degene- 
rate, unwholesome plant into “ the 
garden of the lodge,” will bring dis- 
ease and ruin upon the healthy and 
vigorous in its vicinity. And let it 
not be considered presuming, to sug- 
gest to lodges of an inferior grade, the 
propriety of following the example, 
or at least, of pursuing, with increased 
energy, a similar course: “so that 
our good may not be evil spoken of, 
and that with well doing we may put 
to silence the ignorance of foolish 
then. As free, and not using our li- 
berty for a cloak of maliciousness, but 
as servants of God,” and safe depo- 
sitories of invaluable mystery. 

As we commence and progress in 
Masonic science, it is our indispensa- 
ble duty to look well to our steps, 
and by the help of the three great 
lights of our order, to preserve a dis- 
tinct view of the straight and narrow 
path, lest we err, and grope in the 
dark. 
moral depravity, has ever been taken 
from the eyes of our understanding, 
ifwe have been truly bronght to Light, 


however mortified by the discovery of 


our tmpoverished and forlorn situa- 
tion in ourselves, yet we rejoice in the 
light, because of the soul-ravishing 
charms, which by it we are enabled 
to behold and enjoy. 

Faith is thereby created, and confi- 
dence infused; and by a proper at- 
tention to the means of cultivation, in 


If the blindfolding influence of 








are rendered capable of keeping pure 
and unsullied, the prime characterestic 


of the order, and from a feeling sense of 
our own wants, the good seed of be- 
nevolence is sown in the heart. * 

By increased light we discover our- 
selves on the level of time, and that 
we must soon launch into the bound- 
less ocean of eternity ; yet if we walk 
uprightly, and form our actions by the 
square of virtue, we are furnished 
with the sure anchor of hope, which 
will eventually moor us in the haven 
of eternal repose. 

Let us endeavour, with a cautious 
unerring hand, to spread the cement 


of brotherly love, that the noise of 


contention may never be heard, that 
the incense of charity out of a pure 
heart may flame on the altar of fra- 
ternal affection, and that by happy ex- 
perience we may find it to be “a good 
and a pleasant thing for brethren to 
dwell together in unity.” 

The particular impressions which 
may be made on any of our hearts and 
consciences we shall do well to cherish 
while we live, and avoid that vanity, 
and self-righteousness which will cause 
us to be offended at, and reject the 
tried corner stone, and with the infu- 
riate mob of sanguinary Jews, accept 
of a thief and a malefactor in prefer- 
ence. But let us, rather, search after 
that without which all is confusion, 
and the grand system of salvation in- 
complete. Let us inquire into the 
mysterious excellencies and advanta- 
ves of that “new name which no man 
knoweth saving him that receiveth 
it;”’ that we may be filled with that 


joy which the world can neither give 


nor take awgy, and with which the 
stranger intérmeddleth not. ° 

In whatever station we may be pla- 
ced, order and a strict adherence to 
the constitution of our system is indis- 
pensably necessary, remembering that 
“the fear of man bringeth a snare,” 
thus by faithful perseverance we shall 
at length be enabled to finish the great 
and glorious performance of wisdom, 


an acceptable division of our time, we \ strength, and beauty, and our work 
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be rendered complete in him who is 
“ the chief corner stone,” in whom all 
the building, fitly framed together, 
groweth unto an holy temple in the 
Lord. Then may we sing the song 
of joy, and devoutly dedicate our 
work to him, in and by whom it is 
made acceptable. 

Tedious, difficult, and dangerous is 
our pilgrimage in this vale of tears 
and darkness, yet by entering into the 
true spirit of all our duties, and rely- 


ing on that faithful conductor who 


* leads the blind by a way they know 
not,” we shall escape the snares of 
persecution, be freed from captivity, 
and find admission, through the four- 
fold veil of mystery, into the blissful 
region of perfect light, where we shall 
no more “ see through a glass darkly ;” 


but in the full enjoyment of undistur- | 


bed repose, under the ever-living and 
highly exalted ARCH of the TRI- 
UNE JEHOVAH, 


“ Then we shall see, and hear, and know, 
All we desir'd, or wish’d below ; - 
And ev'ry pow’r find sweet employ, 
In that eternal world of joy.” 


So mote it be. 
nc 


For tur Masonic Recister. 
Companson Pratt, : 

The author of the following. orien aL 
ope, is yetin his "reens. He is a resident 
of the village of Hamilton, county of Cat- 
taraugus, state of New-York. His concep- 
tions of the order are sublime, although 
not a Mason; yet the son of a brother 
mark master, and bred in the genuine prin- 
ciples of the order. Although I think he 
has no reason to be ashamed of the pro- 
duction, his first essay on the subject, be 
wishes his name not made public. By giv- 
ing it a place in the Register, you will 
please many of your subscribers, and par- 
ticularly your friend and patron 

BS. *. W. *-e--: 

Marietta, Ohio, 1820. 


MASONIC ODE, 


Sung at the festival of St. Jousx the Evan- 
gelist, before Hamitton Lovee, No. 274, 
on Monday December 27, A. L. 5819. 


All hail! the GReaT MYSTERIOUS ART, | 
Grand offspring from above, 


Which fondly twines each genia! heart, 


In harmony and love. 








j 


Come, Masons, join the festive board, 
Awake the tuneful lay ; 

Unite in rRiENDSHIP, PEACE, and Love, 
"Tis Masons’ holy day. 

To him whose birth this day returns, 
Sr. Jonny, the great and good ; 

The patron of our glorious art, 
Accepted child of God. 


To him we'll join in solemn praise, 
Our patron, and our friend; 

And each his heart and voice will raise, 
And grateful plaudits send. 


With fervent zeal, and pure delight, 
We'll wake the joyful strain; 

Till in the GREAT GRAND LovGE we meet, 
Where joys immortal reign. 


Cone, bring the wreath, the trio bind, 
Fairn, CHARITY, and LovrF; 

To great St. Jouy, a splendid star 
In the GRAND LopGE above. 


Now breathe our pray'rs from friendship’s 
source, . 
And as they upward roll, 
Relume a hope of lasting peace, 
To his immortal soul. 


Then hail! the great, mysterious art, 
Grand offspring from above, 

Which fondly twines each genial heart, 
In harmony and love. 


. Set eel 


For tHe Masonic ReaisTer. 


TO THE GRAND ARCHITECT OF 
THE UNIVERSE. 


To the great Master of the skies, 
Let every mortal bow ; 

From cheerful hearts let praises rise, 
And grateful incense flow. 


The arch of heayen proclaims his power, 
And shows his wond’rous skill, 

While nature, every — hour, 
Points out his goodness still. 


Where yonder orbs unshaken move, 
Or in the smiling green, 

"Midst Afric’s sands, or India’s groves, 
The Buitper’s hand is seen. 


The lightning’s glance, the thunder’s roar, 
The ocean's swelling wave, 

Bear his dread name from shore to shore, 
O’er many a watery grave. 


For though he’s kind, he’s also just, 
Then, trembling, fear his rod, 

When he proclaims to mortal dust, 
“ Prepare to meet thy God.” 


Pre , and square your lives while here, 
Each ang passion bind, 

Then meet the grave, nor let a fear 
Disturb your peaceful mind. 
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What though the tott’ring fabric fall, 
Which God to thee has given, 

Death but o’erthrows thy cottage wall, 
To build it up in Heaven. ; 


When the grand master shall appear, 
Your work will stand the test, 

This welcome pladdit you shall hear, 
«« Come, enter into rest.” 


GEOGRAPHICAL. 


FROM AFRICA. 


We have beeu favoured with the 
perusal of the log-book kept on board 
the ship Elizabeth, on a voyage to 
Sherbro, on the west coast of Africa, 
with 81 free people of colour, for the 
purpose of establishing a colony on 
that coast. The ship sailed from 
New-York, on the 6th of February, 
and arrived ‘at Sierra Leone, on the 
Oth day of March, 1820, all in good 
health and spirits, from whence she 
returned in safety, leaving the colo- 
nists at the islandof Campelar. She 
performed the whole voyage in the 
space of 120 days, 50 of which she 
lay in port. This log-book, which 
was kept by Mr. Gray, mate of the 
ship, contains, besides a particular ac- 
count of the voyage, many very in- 
teresting remarks, and geographical 
descriptions of various parts of Afri- 
ca; together with a correct statement 
of the conduct and proceedings of the 
colonists during the time the writer 
was with them. The whole is short- 
ly to be se arranged, and pub- 
lished in a handsome volume, under 
the direction of Messrs. A. & J. W. 
Picket. We have been allowed to 
make the following extracts : 





“On our first sight of land, the 
agents, as well as the coloured peo- 
ple, were quite overjoyed. The bus- 
tle and confusion that ensued, and the 
variety of opinions that were already 
expressed, can be better conceived 
than described. At the time we took 
a pilot, we were boarded by a number 
of Africans naked, excepting a waist 
cloth round the middle. Each par- 
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ty was equally surprised, the Afri- 
cans came along side in canoes; they 
were no sooner on board, than they 
were surrounded by the colonists of 
both sexes. One African was com- 
pletely clothed almost the moment he 
was on deck, by contributions from 
the colonists. His deception was how- 
ever soon discovered; for he shortly 
went on shore, and after securing the 
clothing already bestowed, he again 
made his appearance, if possible more 
naked than at first, in hopes of ob- 
taining another suit, from those who 
were in greater want of them than him- 
self. The pity of our adventurers, for 
these naked men soon ceased, when 
they learned that the Crew men, as 
they are called, were well provided 
for, and could, at their pleasure, dress 
themselves with better suits, than 
many of our adventurers possessed. 

“'The Crew nation, or tribe, from 
whence these men came, is situated 
near 200 miles south of Sierra Leone. 
It appears they are very useful in the 
settlement, being employed in the 
most laborious work, and in watering 
the ships of war. Their daily wages, 
from the rising to the setting of the 
sun, is ene shilling sterling. 

“ The trade from England and the 
West Indies, to Sierra Leone, appears 
to be considerable. The imports are, 
hard and earthen wares, all kinds of 
dry goods and groceries, small stores, 
furniture, butter, cheese, &c. The 
—— are, camwood, bees-wax, 
palm oil, ivory, and gold dust; to- 
gether with considerable quantities of 
excellent ship timber, which is taken 
on boar’, about thirty miles up the 
river from Sierra Leone, at Ben island, 
where the Crew men, who are gene- 
rally industrious, are found very use- 
ful in loading ships, boating, rafting, 
&e. They perform the labours of the 
day with much cheerfulness, regard- 
less of the burning rays of the tropical 
sun, which at noon day darts its beams 
upon their naked bodies, which to an 
American er European, would be al- 


mostinsupportable. 
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“We had no sooner come to an- 
chor at Sierra Leone, than two Span- 
iards came on board, and enquired 
particularly after the schooner Centi- 
nel, which they observed was fitting 
out at New-York, and on being in- 
formed she was detained on suspicion 
of fitting out for the slave trade, they 
appeared much surprised. ‘There were 
then lying there, four slave vessels, 
under Spanish colours, which had been 
captured by the British, having every 
thing prepared, for taking on board 
500 slaves; and, as stated by one of 
their crew, would have accomplished 
their object in 24 hours, had they not 
been taken. 

* All that part of Africa we had an 
opportunity of seeing, including a 
great part of the couptry opposite 
Sierra Leone, under the lett bank of 
the river, is high and mountainous, ri- 
sing gradually, in some places, from 
the shores bordeving on the sea-side ; 
and in other places, the land is very 
high within half a mile of the sea, par- 
ticularly that part of the coast from 
cape Sierra Leone to cape Shilling, and 


_ from thence in an easterly direc- 


tion, as far as the eye can distinguish, 
the land is very high and mountain-. 
ous, covered with small wood, inter- 
spersed with tall trees, among which 
is seen the cocoanut tree towering 
its leafless trunk, above all the rest, 
the whole clothed with a_ beautiful 
green foilage, excepting the tree last 
mentioned, whose top puts forth a few 
slender branches, and these only cloth- 
ed with leaves, That the trees of 
Africa are immensely large, we could 
plainly discover, from the monstrous 
size of the canoes we saw at Sierra 
Leone, many of which are from 30 to 
50 feet in length, and from 4 to G feet 
in breadth. ‘Lhe trees of which the 
largest of these canoes were made, 
must have been from 30 to 45 feet in 
circumference. 

“'The population of Sierra Leone, 
including Freetown and Crewtown, is 
about 15,000. In this settlement is a 
regular court houge au -jail, a church, 
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being a branch of the church of Eng- 
land, besides several meeting houses, 
in one of which Mr. Coker preached 
to a very large congregation, the first 
Sunday after our arrival in Africa. 

“ At this place is a governor, depu- 
ty governor, and all other necessary 
civil officers. ‘Their trials are by ju- 
ty, which consists of twelve coloured 
men. 


The military strength, consists of a | 


garrison, mounting from ten totwenty 
heavy cannon; and at this time, the 
force consists of but two companies of 
regular coloured soldiers, and part of 
a West India regiment. This for- 
tress is built of stone, on an elevated 
situation, commanding the town and 
sharbour. 

“ All the back country, which is 
very mountainous and woody, is in- 
terspersed with small settlements. 
The soil is of a reddish colour, and 
the stones which lie scattered about, 
resemble iron ore, but are not so 
heavy. ‘The coloured inhabitants dress 


very gay on Sundays, and many ot 


them appear respectable. ‘The im- 
moderate use of ardent spirits is an 
existing evil, which certainly in a 
great measure might be dispensed 
with, and whoever wishes to enjoy 
good health in Africa, must refrain 
from this practice altogether. 

* Tobacco, sugar cane, and cofiee, 
might be cultivated in this vicinity, to 
great advantage ; but thier cultivation 
does not appear to be encouraged, be- 
ing all imported from England, or the 
British plantations in the West Indies, 
at a very advanced price, owing to the 
heavy duties imposed on all such goods. 

“ Freetown, is built on the declivi- 
ty of a mountain, commanding a fair 
prospect from the sea. Several consid- 
erable buildings were going on, and 
great advantages held out to mechan- 
ics. Several of our colonists had of- 
fers, which they of course declined. 
The governor’s house is two stories 
high; the windows have green blinds 
ov the outside, and it is. surrounded by 


| a pumbes of outhouses, all of which 
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must have cost many thousands of 
pounds. 

‘“‘ The woods abound with wild fowl, 
and other game, and the rivers are 
well stored with fish, and oysters are 
in great abundance. 

“The land on the west coast of | 
Africa is extremely fertile, producing 
all the necessaries, and even the lux- 
uries of life in great abundance, which 
appear to grow spontaneously, with 
very little attention to cultivation. 
The land is heavily timbered, and 
well calculated for ship building, and 
for general uses. 

“The most high and mountainous 
parts of the country abound with ti- 
gers, leopards, panthers, hyena, ele- 
phants, anid agreat variety of other 
wild beasts. ‘The mode of taking 
these animals, I could not learn, ow- 
ing, | presume, ina great measure, to 
the natives who inhabit the sea board 
having been so busily engaged in 
catching their fellow men, that they 
could not turn their attention to any 
other business. Could this barba- 
rous traflic in human blood be entirely 
abolished, and the present colony be 
well established, no doubt can exist 
that a trade might be opened with this 
part of the world, so as to enrich the 
settlers, and prove a great source of 
revenue to the parent country. 

* A few straggling huts, with as much 
cleared land about them_as is necessa- 
ry to produce their yearly supply of 
rice, or Indian corn, is what is gene- 
rally termed a rownin Africa. Each 
town is governed by a person who is 
called a Head-man; to whom how- 
ever, no great respect is shown by the 
people. All the difference observable 
betweeu the houses of the head-man, 
or king, is in their dimensions. ‘The 
houses are built more for convenience 
than ornament; and the meanest sub- 
jects in that country are owners of 
houses and lands. Near the door of 


each house is seen the yam, the plan- 
tain, the cocoanut, and a variety of 
other fruits and nuts, which all grow 


tion. The natives of Africa, do not 
trouble themselves with the cares of 
to-morrow, the great God of nature, 
supplying all their wants by the spon- 
taneous productions of the earth. ‘The 
lofty trees which surround their dwel- 
lings are inhabited by monkeys, par- 
rots, and birds of every other kind 
natural to a tropical climate. 

** Many parts of the country are 
stocked with fine cattle, good horses, 
sheep, swine, and goats in great abunr 


dance.” 


a 


COMMUNICATION. 


There is perhaps no book more 
needed, and more difficult to write, 
than a small compendium of geogra- 
phy, suitable in price and size for 
schools and common families. . Among 
the many attempts, none in our dan- 
guage have succeeded so well as Mr. 
Ewing, of Scotland; but even that 
work is not free from defects, and its 
extreme brevity and some errors res- 
pecting America, render it peculiar- 
ly objectionable on this side the At- 
lantic. 

But the writer of this feels happy to 
state, that he conceives all these diffi- 
culties surmounted, by an edition of 
the above work just from the press of 
Mr. Charles N. Baldwin, revised and 
adapted to this country, by the mas- 
terly penof William Darby, esquire. 
The part respecting America, Mr. 
D. has written anew, and accompanied 
it with interesting and useful tables, 
It is doubtful whether so much geo- 
graphical information was ever before 
condensed within the compass of 328 
pages. 

In this book, which costs but one 
dollar, the public have a text book for 
schools, and families a book of refer- 
ence, containing a sufheiency of the 
Aubject tor all the ordinary concerns 
of ite; and which will be more easily 
committed to memory, as it is totally 
unincumbered,.with any tedious pro- 
lixity of style. Indeed it may with 








with little or no attention to cultiya- 


truth be said that no scientific book ot 
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the size, surpasses it in value, and that 
no family ought to be without it. 


ee ee aera pec eee 


HISTORICAL. 


IRISH ANTIQUITIES. 
A history of Ireland, under the title 





of Chronicles of Ulla’d, by the cele- | 


brated Roger O’Conner, has been an- 
nounced for publication. It commen- 
ces from the earliest point of time 
which is recorded by the invention of 
letters, with a traditionary portion, 
which was the work of Lolus, Prince 
of the Gael of Sciot of Ib-er, who 
ruled in Gael-ag 1400 years before 
Christ. It is asserted inthe Prospec- 
tus, that from the time of Eolus, the 
Chronicles were written by the Ard- 
Olam of the Irish nation, till the days 
Ete-Er-lal, chief king in Er-i, 678 
years before Christ: and that, from 
the reign of Ete-Er-lal, they have 
been compiled by every Ard-Olam of 
Ulla’d, and subinitted to the kings, 
princes, nobles, and chiefs of the 
Olam, or heads of the people, assem- 
bled on the Mount of Ulla’d once ev- 
ery third year, to transact the business 
of the kingdom. It is therefore as- 
serted, that in these Chronicles is to 


be found the authentic history of Ire- | 


land, from the year 1806, before the 
Christian zra, to the birth of Christ ; 
and that the writings hitherto imposed 
on the world as histories of Ireland, 
are compilations from the rhapsodies 
of bards, full of anochronisms and 
misrepresentations of facts—the con- 
temptible poetry of history pieced to- 
gether by ignorant men. 


These Chronicles (says the Editor) | 


describe the mode of keeping time by 
our forefathers, and their luni-solar 
system. ‘They correct errors respect- 
ing the language and religion of the 
irish, and clearly show the former to 
be Phoenician, the latter not Druidic. 
They correspond exactly with the tra- 
ditions of the Hebrews concerning the 
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overthrow of the Scythian dominion 
“in Asia, and the establishment ef Lis- , 








SKETCHES OF HISTORY. 


oir (the Assyrian) on their ruin ; and 
they record the building of Babylon 
and Nineveh. They represent Noah, 

Japheth, and Gog, in new characters, 
and explain the passage of Genesis, 
which says, “that the beginning of 
the kingdom was Babel, &c. in the 
land of Shenar ; out of that land went 
forth Asher, and builded Nineveh.” 
The Chronicles strip the events of the 
figurative dress in which the Hebrew 
has decked them; whilst they give 
the true original names of the Ganges, 
Tygris, Euphrates, Euxine, Caspian, 
Caucasus, Armenia, Colchis, Iberia, 
Albania, Phoenicia, Egypt, and Spain ;, 
and of all places in Galicia. They 
also describe the commerce of the 
Pheenicians with the southern parts of 
Britain, and mark the period when 
the isles of Sicily were separated from 
the main land. They confirm the ac- 
curacy of the traditions of the Hebrews 
as to the colonization of the isles of 
the Gentiles by the posterity of Ja- 
pheth; and they set at rest other im- 
portant and curious matters, too nu- 
merous for brief anticipation. 

The Editor states that he relies with 
confidence on the fidelity of his mate- 
rials; and deeming them authentic 
records, he has not stepped out of his 
way into the paths of controversy ; 
but that, when this curious piece of 
antiquity is attacked, he will not de- 
cline the combat with all who are in- 
clined to enter the lists of liter 
warfare. ‘The work wilf be illustra- 
ted with maps and other engravings. 

Freeman's Journal. 


ee = 
SKETCHES OF HISTORY. 


The following anecdote of Colonel 
Wm. Washington, is extracted from 
the Life of General Greene, lately 
published by Dr. Caldwell. 


“ Having learnt, during the scour- 
ing excursion, that a large party of 
Royalists, commanded by Colonel | 


Rudgley, was posted at Rudgley’s 
mills, twelve miles from Campden, 
(8. C.) he determined on attacking 
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them. Approaching the enemy, he 
found them so secured, in a large log 
barn, surrounded by abbattis, as to be 
perfectly safe from the operations of 
of cavalry. Forbidden, thus, to at- 
tempt his object by direct attack, his 
usual and favourite mode of warfare, 
he determined for once, to have re- 
course to policy. Shaping, therefore, 
a pine log, in imitation of a field piece, 
mounting it on wheels, and staining it 
with mud, to make it look like iron, 
he brought it up in military style, and 
affected to make arrangements to bat- 
ter down the barn. Not prepared to 
resist artillery, Colonel Rudgley obey- 
ed the summons; and with a garrison 
of one hundred and three, rank and 
file, surrendered at discretion.” 
— 

Queen Emma, mother of Edward 
the Confessor, being slandered with a 
report of an unchaste familiarity with 
Alwyn, Bishop of Winchester, her son 
giving credit to it, dispossessed her of 
all her goods, and, for her purgation, 
ordered she should pass the fire-ordeal, 
which was to be performed in this 
manner. Nine plowshares, red fire 
hot, were laid in unequal distances, 
over which she must pass barefoot and 
blindfold, and, if she passed over them 
unhurt, then she was pronounced in- 
nocent, if otherwise, guilty. This tri- 
al she underwent, and came off un- 
touched, to the great astonishment of 
all the spectators; in remembrance 
whereof, sh ve nine manors to the 
minister at Winchester; and King 
Edward, to commute for the injury he 
had done her, gave to the same ca- 
thedral church the island of Portland 
and Dorsetshire. Hist. Eng. 





Terpander, the famous harper of 
Sparta, as he was singing to that in- 
strument, opened his mouth so wide in 
straining his voice to the pitch of the 
harp, that an unhappy wag standing 
by, threw a fig into his mouth, in pure 
jest and merriment, which, contrary 
to the intention of him that threw it, 
stuck so fast in his throat that he was 
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strangled by it before any help could 
be had to draw it out. 
Schenck, Obs. 


When Antipater had written long 
letters of complaint to Alexander the 
Great against his mother Olympias, 
Alexander said, “ The duty of a son 
is not to be cancelled by the testy hu- 
mour of a mother ; nor does Antipater 
know, that one tear falling from my 
inother’s eye, is able to deface six 
hundred of his best composed epis- 


‘tles.” 














AGRICULTURAL. 
The following extract is from an 
address delivered before the Massa- 
chusetts Agricultural society, at a re- 
cent cattle show in Brighton, by the 
honourable Jos1an Quincy, an expe- 
rienced and scientific farmer. It con- 
tains many valuable hiuts, besides 
much good humoured satire, intended 
more particularly to lash the foibles of 
the farmers of Massachusetts; but 
may with propriety be applied te 
those of any other part of the United 
States. Our agricultural readers, will 


undoubtedly peruse it with much sat- 
isfaction. 





“ Our purpose, this day, is to seek 
what is true and what is useful in re- 
lation to the interests of our agricul- 
ture, 

“In executing this purpose, I shall 
address myself chiefly to that great 
body of our countrymen who are em- 

hatically called—farmers; by which, 

mean the great body of Massachu- 
setts yeomanry ; men who stand upon 
the soil, and are identified with it; for 
there rest their own hopes, and there 
the hopes of their children. Men who 
have, for the most part, great farms 
and small pecuniary resources ; men, 
who are esteemed more for their land 
than for their money ; more for their 
good sense than for their land; and 
more for their virtue than for either ; 
men, who are the chief strength, si)- 
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port, and column of our political soci- 
ety, and who stand to the other or- 
ders of the state, in the same relation 
which the shaft bears to the pillar; in 
respect of whom, all other arts, trades, 
and professions, are but ornamental 
work ; the cornice, the frieze, and the 
Corinthian capital. 

“Tam thus distinct in declaring my 
sentiments concerning the importance 
and value of this class of men, from no 
purpose of temporal excitement, or of 
personal conciliation ; but because I 
think it just, and their due, and be- 
cause, being about to hint concerning 
errors and defects in our agriculture, 
T am anxious that such a course of re- 
mark should not be attributed to any 
want of honour or respect for the 
On the contrary, it 
is only from a deep sense of the im- 
portance of an art, that a strong de- 
sire for its improvement can proceed. 
Whatever tends to stimulate and di- 
rect the industry of our farmers; what- 
ever spreads prosperity over out fields ; 
whatever carries happiness to the 
homes, and content to the bosoms of 
our yeomanry, tends more than every 
thing else to lay the foundation of our 
republic deep and strong, and to give 
the assurance of immortality to our 
liberties. 

“The errors and deficiences of our 
practical agriculture may be referred, 
in a general survey, with sufficient ac- 
curacy, to two sources; the want of 
scope of view among our farmers, and 
the want of system in their plans. 

“ Concerning another want, (of 
which farmers are most sensible, and 
most generally complain, is the want 
of cash in their pockets,) I shall say 
nothing, because it is not a want pe- 
culiar to the farmer, it is a general 
want, and belongs to all other classes 
aud professions. Besides, there is no 
encouragement to speak of this want, 
because it is one that increases by its 
very supply. All of us must have o 
served, that it has almost ever i 
pened, with however, a few splendid 
exceptions, that the more a man has 
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of this article, the more he always 
wants. 

“The errors and deficiences to 
which I shall allude, will not be such 
as require any extent of capital to rec- 
tify. All that will be requisite is a 
little more of that industry, a little dif- 
ferently directed. It is not by great 
and splendid particular improvements, 
that the interests of agriculture are 
best subserved, but by a general and 
gradual amelioration. Most is done 
for agriculture, when every farmer is 
excited to small attentions, and inci- 
dental improvements ; such as proceed, 
for instance, from the constant appli- 
cation of a few plain and common 
principles. Such are—that, in farm- 
ing, nothing should be lost, and noth- 
ing should be neglected ; that every 
thing should be done in its proper 
time ; every thing put in its proper 
place ; every thing executed by its 
proper instrument. ‘These attentions, 
when viewed in their individual effect, 
seem small, but they are immense in 
the aggregate. When they become 
general, taken in connection with the 
disposition which precede, and the 
consequences which inevitably follow 
such a state of improvement, they in- 
clude, in fact, every thing. 

** Scope of view, in a general sense, 


has relation to the wise adoption of 


means to their final ends. When ap- 
plied to a farmer, it implies the adapt- 
ation of all the buildings and parts of a 
farm to their appropriat®purposes, so 
that whatever is fixed and permanent 
in its character, may be so arranged 
as best to facilitate the labour of the 
farm, and best to subserve the com- 
fort, convenience, and success of the 
proprietor. 

“ Our ideas upon this subject may 


be best collected from inspection. If 


our fellow farmers please, we will, 
therefore, in imagination, adjourn for 


a few moments, and take our stand, 


first, at the door of the farm-house. 
I say “atthe door.” Far be it from 


me to criticise the department of the 
other sex, or to suggest that any thing, 
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peculiarly subject to their manage- 
ment, can be either ameliorated or 
amended. Nor-is it necessary, for I 
believe it is a fact almost universally 
true, that where the good man of the 
family is extremely precise, and regu- 
lar, and orderly in his arrangements 
without doors, he never fails to be se- 
conded, and even surpassed, by the 
order, the regularity, and neatness of 
the good woman within. 

“ Let us cast our eyes, then, about 
us, from the door of the farm-house, 
What do we see? Is the gate whole, 
and on its hinges? Are the domestic 
animals excluded from immediate con- 
nection with the dwelling house, or at 
least from the front yard? Is there 
a grass-plot adjoining, well protected 
from pigs and poultry, so that the ex- 
cellent housewife may advantageously 
spread and bleach the linen and yarn 
of the family ? Is the wood pile well 
located, so as not to interfere with the 
passenger ; or is it located with espe- 
cial eye to the benefit of the neighbour- 
ing surgeon? Is it covered, se that its 
work may be done in stormy weather ? 
Is the well convenient, and is it shel- 
tered, so that the females of the family 
may obtain water without exposure, 
at all times and at all seasons ? Do the 
subsidiary arrangements indicate such 
contrivance and management as that 
nothing useful should be lost, and 
nothing useless offend? ‘To this end, 
are there drains, determining what is 
liquid in fil and offal to the barn 
yard or the pens? Are there recepta- 
cles for what is solid, so that bones and 
broken utensils may be carried away 
and buried. If all this be done it is 
well; and if, in addition to this, a gen- 
eral air of order and care be observa- 
ble, little more is to be desired. The 
fitst proper object of a farmer’s atten- 
tion, his own and his family’s comfort 
and accommodation, is attained: Ev- 
ery thing about him indicates that 
self-respect which lies at the founda- 
tion of good husbandry, as well as of 
good morals. But if any of ug on our 
return home, should find our door bar- 
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ricaded by a mingled mass of chips 
and dirt; if the pathway to it be an 
unlaid paveént of bones and broken 
bottles, the relics of departed earthen 
ware, or the fragments of abandoned 
domestic utensils; if the deposits of 
the sink settle and stagnate under the 
windows, and it is neither determined 
to the barn yard, nor has any thing 
provided to absorb its riches, and to 
neutralize its effluvia—if the nettle, the 
thistle, the milkweed, the elder, the 
barberry bush, the Roman wormwood, 
the bur-dock, and the devil’s apple, 
contend for mastery along the fences, 
or flower up in every corner; if the 
domestic animals have fair play round 
the mansion, and the poultry are roost- 
ing on the window stools, the geese 
strutting sentry at the front door, and - 
the pigs playing puppy in the entry ; 
the proprietor of such an Abode may 
call himself a farmer, but, practicall 
speaking, he is ignorant of the A B é 
of his art; for the first letters of a 
farmer’s alphabet, are neatness, com- 
fort, order. 


GR ‘ 
THE ART OF MAKING AND RBOT- 
TLING CIDER. ? 


From the American Farmer. 

Mr. Skinner, a glass of good cider, 
now sparkling before me, brings to my 
mind your request, to be informed of 
the best method to bottle cider. TI 
have had the satisfaction to furnish 
my table for eighteen years with that 
article, without any material interrup- 
tion, having some always of two years 
bottling on hand. a 

It would be needless to detail all 
the experiments I made to save my 
bottles; however, I will relate two 
that were very promising, which will 
shew that nothing less than raising the 
proof of the cider will answer. , 

Experiment 1. 1 bottled cider of 
fine quality in February, with the best 
of corks, and removed it to the cellar ; 
after the bottles were filled, they were 

laced in tubs of warm water, and 
aised to full summer heat, and then 
corked. 
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Experiment 2. Considering that 
good corks would begin to stop the 
‘stir in the neck of the bottle, before 
they were half driven in, and that a 

ion of air would be condensed, 
and therefore greatly endanger the 
bottles, when the temperature was 
increased, I procured _ perforated 
corks, and stopped the perforations, 
after they were driven in with pegs, 
and sealed all over. 

Neither of these probable experi- 
ments were eflectual: every hot day 
was announced by an explosion, in the 
cellar. Giving over every stratagem, 
that had not an alteration of the li- 
quor in view, it occurred to me that 
wines did not burst their bottles, and 
that cider was only a low wine, and 
also recollecting that small beer was 
both the weakest and most violently 
fermentative of all common drinks, I 
resolved to raise the proof of my cider, 
by the addition of two tea-spoons of 
Frerich brandy to each bottle. Since 
which [ have had no more explosions 
nor broken bottles, and the cider is 
improved by the addition. Plumbs 
or honey, so much used, must have 
the same effect, i. e. to raise the proof; 
for it is only necessary to add a larger 
quantity of either to make cider into 
good wine, that will flash in the fire; 
my method is to get cider made late 
in October or in November, from red- 
streaks, catalins, or maiden’s blush. 
In December, I put half an ounce of 
isinglass to each 30 gallons, and _ bot- 
tle it in February. If the isinglass is 


put in later, it will deposit some sedi- 


ment in the bottles. It is to be dissol- 
ved by chipping it into fine pieces and 
pacing it'in a covered mug with a 
quart of cider, for ten hours or more, 
in a very warm ashes heat, about as 
much as we use to draw tea: a little 
scalding to the corks, at the moment 
they are to be used, will soften them, 
so that they will fit better and be more 
readily driven in. 3 
But it would be needless to expect 
cider to be made good by boftling, it 
must be pure and well flavoured whilst 








ecessarily involves the cider making, 
n which you have many excellent pa- 
pers. From what I understand of the 
making of cider, it appears that the 
later the apples hang on the trees, the 


; the cask ; and therefore the subject 


-more powerful will be the cider; hence 


the cider of France.and other tempe- 
rate countries, is said to be more pow- 
erful than ours: our summer apples, 
therefore, would not make good cider 
for bottling, because of their quickly 
arriving at perfection. 

The cleaning of the liquor from the 
pumice is the main thing, when good 
sound late apples are used. It ap- 
pears that cider made from sweet ap- 
ples is much more apt to abound with 
pumice, whilst the acid and ascerb te- 
tain their pumice in the press, hence 
some very bad eating apples make ex- 
cellent cider. ‘The attention to this 
subject, i. e. the defalcation, is all im- 
portant, especially the first, if well ti- 
med and complete, the future fermen- 
tations will be moderate and the rack- 
ing effectual. Blankets have been 
used with success to get off much of 
the pumice ; they should be spread on 
the bottom of a flat basket, and that 
placed on the head of the cask. All 
strainers will require often washing 
out, and therefore two or three are ne- 
cessary, all of which may be made 
from one stout blanket. But I am 
satisfied that a few hair sieves of dif- 
ferent figeness, with the coarsest up- 
permost, placed under jhe run, would 
separate ‘quantities of pumice; they 
would also require shifting with a se- 
cond set, and constant attendance to 
wash them out, the size of grain sifters 
would answer, after these the blanket 
strainer would render the cider so 
pure, that the fermentation would be 
gently and easily managed, so that the 
first racking and the isinglass would 
finish the fining. 

Your’s, 


SYLVANUS. 


P.S. Some persons are very much — 
pleased to see cider rush out of the 
bottles like small beer, they think it 
strong; if they bottle it themselves 
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they will find their mistake, and, like 
me, be better pleased to see a kind of 
sparkling fervour, like the wine of Sol- 
omon, “ that moveth itself aright.” 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


THE YOUTHFUL SOLITARY 


TO THE FAIR SEX. 
Ladies, 

Your numberless charms would, in 
the imagination ofa yourTHFUL SOLI- 
TARY, have surpassed the beauties of 
the Spring, and the blushing Aurora ; 
and had he seen them in his tender 
years, he would have preferred them 
to the dazzling splendour of the skies, 
and the lovely prospect of the meads. 
And indeed, he no sooner beheld your 
charms, but ‘he felttheir force. You far 
excelled all other objects, and they 
immediately faded in his eye. The 
sight of the most magnificent palaces 
no longer invited his curiosity. Ina 
word, he discovered infinite more lus- 
tre in your person, than in the jewels 
which adorn a crown. — He had, from 
his infancy, inhabited the woods and 
groves, where the winged choristers 
were his only companions; whose de- 
lightful harmony used sometimes to 
cheer his lonely hours. Their inno- 
cent melody was his only delight, not- 
withstanding that he was wholly unac- 
quainted with the meaning of their 
tuneful langyage. To this rural 
school, his faffier had brought him, i in 
his infancy, immediately after the 
death of his mother; and the tender 
babe was no sooner born, than he re- 
moved him far from the sight of any 
human creature ; and for many years 
he had not the least idea that there 
were any such in the world: and im- 
agined that there were no uther crea- 
tures than the tenants of the forest in 
which he dwelt; such as birds, wolves, 
&c. who enjoy only a sensitive life, 
aud are not endued with any of the ra- 
tional faculties. 

The two motives which prevailed 
with his father to shun all human com- 
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merce, were the following; which, 
whether they were well or in founded, 
I shall not take upon me to determine. 
The first was his great abhorrence of 
mankind in general, and the second his 
fear: for from the time his dear con- 
sort had left the world, and winged 
her way to Heaven, he detested the 
society of his fellow creatures. When 
grown weary with the sighs he himself 
vented ; with the continual moan and 
repining of all those with whom he 
met; the death of his better half 
made him both hate, as well as fear 
the rest of her sex ; so that he resol- 
ved to turn hermit, and to bring up 
his little son in the same way of life. 
Upon this, having distributed his 
wealth among the indigent, he set out 
alone, and unaccompanied, except by 
his infant son, whom he carried in his 
arms, and striking down ina lonely 
forest, he stopt in the most solitary 
part of it. Here our hermit studiously 
conceals a thousand particulars from 
the child; not from a_ severity or 
gloominess of temper, but piety; he 
takes the utmost care not to let the 
least word drop from him, which 
mht intimate that there were any 
such creatures in the world as women ; 
or such things as desires or passions, 
particularly that of love. Having at- 
tained his fifth year, he taught him the 
names of flowers and animals; and 
talked to him about the little birds 
they heard and saw. 

Being now ten years of age, he re- 
vealed tohim some few particulars re- 
lating to the other world; but.not a 
word about woman; at fifteen, he 
taught him every thing his’ mind was 
susceptible of, but still forbore to men- 
tion the most love ly part of creation. 
Being arrived at the age of twenty, 
our old hermit began thus to argue 
with himself. What will my poor 
boy do when I am dead; how will it 
be possible for him to subsist; being 
totally unacquainted with the world ? 
After a thousand resolves and recan- 
tations, the old man finally determined 


| to carry him to a neighbouring city, 
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which was magnificent, and where the 
king kept his court; however, tears 
gushed from his eyes, when he consid- 
ered the temptations to which the lad 
would be exposed. 

Being arrived at the city, our 
young anchoret, our harmless and in- 
nocent youth, in amaze, like one who 
had dropt from the clouds, cries out, 
what do you call that thing there? A 
courtier, replies the father. And 
those out yonder? Palaces ny dear. 
These here? Statues. He was ga- 
zing on these several objects, when 
some beautiful ladies, with piercing 
eyes, and most bewitching features, 
made their appearance -before him; 
and they alone, instantaneously, drew 
all his attention; bewildered in the 
pleasing perplexity of the first impres- 
sion of innocent love on his heart, he 
regards no longer the palaces, and 
the other objects he but the moment 
before admired; but, luckless youth ! 
is seized with another kind of as- 
tonishment, for, all in raptures and 
ecstacy at the enchanting sight, he 
cries out, with a palpitating heart, 
What is that sweet thing, so prettily 
dressed, pray dear father tell me, how 
is it called? The good old man, who 
did not in the least relish his question, 
answers, child, it is a bird, called a 
goose. Sweet pretty bird, cries the in- 
nocent youth, in the utmost transport, 
pray thee sing a little; let me hear 
some of thy music: O, that I could 
get acquainted with thee! Dear, dear, 
father, L entreat you, if you love me, 
to let me take that sweet pretty bird 
with me into the forest. I myse/f will 
take care to feed it. 

La Fonratne. 


EN 


FIRS T QUAKER. 
An old Amevican savage, being at 
an inn at New-York, met with a gen- 


‘tleman who gave him some liquor, 


and being rather lively, he began to 
boast that he could read and write 
English. ‘The gentleman, willing to 
idulge him in displaying his knowl- 


WASHINGTON. 








edge, begged leave to propose a ques- 
tion, to which the old man consented. 
He was then asked who was the first 
circumcised, ‘The Indian immediate- 
ly replied, father Abraham : and direct- 
ly asked the gentleman who was the first 
Quaker. He said it was very uncertain. 
as that people differed in their senti- 
ments exceedingly. The Indian, per- 
ceiving the gentleman unable to resolve 
the question, put his fingers into his 
mouth, to express his surprise, and told 
him Mordecai was the first Quaker, for 
he would not pull offhis hat to Haman. 


——_ 


The following beautiful and com- 
prehensive lines, were copied from the 
side of a commen Liverpool pitcher, 
into the Philadelphia Union. 


WASHINGTON, 


The defender of his Country, the foun- 
der of Liberty, 


The friend of Man. 


Ilistory and tradition are explored in 
vain for a parallel to his charac- 
ter. Inthe annals of mod- 
ern greatness he stands 
alone ; 


And the noblest names of antiquity 
lose their lustre in his presence. 





Born the benefactor of mankind, he 

| . . . “ 

! united all the qualities necessary 

‘to an illustrious career. 

| in ? 

Nature made him great: He made 
himself virtuous. 


| Called by his Country to the defence 

| ot her Liberties, he triumphautly 

vindicated the rights of hu- 

manity ; 

! And on pillars of National Indepen- 

, dence laid the foundation of a 
vreat Republic. 


tracy, by the voice of a free peo- 


| 

| Twice invested with supreme magis- 
| 

‘ple, 


He surpassed in the cabinet the glories 
of the field; 





| And voluntarily resigning the sceptre 
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and the sword, retired to the 
shades of private life. 

A spectacle so new and so sublime, 
Was contemplated with the most pro- 
found admiration; 

" And the name of WasuincTon, 
Adding new lustre to humanity, re- 
sounded to the remotest regions of 
the Earth. 


Magnanimous in youth, glorious 
through Life, 
Great in Death, 
His highest ambition the happiness of 
Mankind. 
His noblest victory the conquest 
of himself. 
Bequeathing to posterity the inherit- 
ance of his tame ; 

And building his monument in the 
hearts of his countrymen ; 
He.lived, 

The ornament of the eighteenth Cen- 
tury :. 

He died, 


Regretted by a mourning world. 
AI 


CHARITY.—A FRAGMENT 
By Arthur Owen, Esq. 


‘ Harrass me no more with thy 
cant and hypocricy, | have no money 
for sucha filthy vagabond as thou art,” 
said I, still approaching the door. 
The hoary mendicant hung his head, 
and with his trembling hand wiped 
away the tears which stole down his 
pale, though venerable cheeks, whilst 
I could faintly hear him repeat, “ filthy 
vagabond as thou art.” ‘The repeti- 
tion, his age, his attitude, and his weep- 
ing,touched me : most sensibly touched 
me. He made a nearer approach, 
and, after a few struggles, ventured to 
look me in the face. Iwas hastening 
to my pocket, when that demon, suspi- 
cion, still whispered me he was an im- 
postor. LT eyed him with sternness, 
but I saw that I had gone too far, that 


my scowl bad entrenched his soul; he 


could no longer bear it, and in a mo- 
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ment forgettiug his supplication, he 
energetically exclaimed, “ Though, sir, 
Imay be poor, I am still honest ; 
thourh Tam a beggar, I have still feel- 
ings; and though you may esteem me 
an object unworthy of your charity, 
why thus cruelly wound me with your 
frowns °”’ The fellow’s eloquence came 
home with full power to my heart: he 
struck the master-string of my nature. 
I turned my back upon him (for I had 
not courage to meet the indignant glan- 
ces of my tattered, though sentimental 
accuser) to get my purse to reward 
his independent spirit and pathetic 
appeal, when regaining my situation, 
I found that he had left me. My 
heart was harrowed to the very quick. 
Oh! how poignantly did I lament my 
folly and barbarity, as T had lost ( per- 
haps for ever) the blissful opportunity 
of asking forgiveness from one, whom 
1 had thus insulted, of pouring my 
little all into the lap of a man of such 
sensibility, such intelligence, and such 
distress; but, says prudence, “ curse 
prudence,” replied I; “ I have here sa- 
crificed a more ecstatic pleasure than a 
whole life spent ih conformity to the dic- 
tates of cold-hearted prudence and un- 
generous apathy, can possibly bestow,” 


a 
SOLEMN REFLECTION. 


Hlow futile are all our efforts to 
evade the obliterating hand of time! 
As I traversed the dreary wastes of 
Egypt, on my journey to Grand Cai- 
ro, I stopped my camel for a while, 
and contemplated in awful admiration, 
the stupendous pyramids. An appal- 
ling silence prevailed around : such as 
reigus in the wilderness when the tem- 
pest is hushed, and the beasts of prey 
have retired to their dens. ‘The myr- 
iads that had oace been employed in 
rearing these lofty mementoes of hu- 
man vanity, whose busy hum once en- 
livened the solitude of the desart, had 
all been swept from the earth by the 
irresistable arm of death; all were 
mingled with their native dust: all 
were forgotten. Even the mighty. 
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names which these sepulchres were 
designed to perpetuate, had long since 
faded from remembrance; history and 
tradition afford but vague conjectures, 
and the pyramids imparted a humilia- 
ting lesson to the candidate for immor; 
tality; Alas! alas! said Ito myself, 
how mutable are the foundations on 
which our proudest hopes of future. 
fame are reposed. He who imagines 
he has secured to himself the meed of 
deathless renown, indulges in deluded 


visions, which only bespeak the vanity 


of the dreamer. ‘The storied obelisk, 
the triumphal arch, the swelling dome, 
shall crumble into dust, and the names 
they would preserve from oblivion, 
shall often pass away, before their 
own duration is accomplished.” 


a 


THE METHODISTS. 


Mr. Southey has just published the 
life of Wesley, in two volumes, a 
work of avery deep and general in- 
terest, likely to prevent the repug- 


nance which many feel at the very 
word Methodist. In their original 
institution nothing more was designed 
than that they should be strict mem- 
bers of the church of England, regular 
in their attendance, and methodical in 
the performance of all their duties. 
Thence arose their name of Metho- 
dists. In the progress of time, and un- 
der new pastors, some of them have 
greatly deviated from the fundamen- 
tal rules of society, and new sects 
bearing the same name, have arisen. 
Fut in the life of Wesley there is much 
to revere and to venerate. What is 
Mr. Southey’s opinion, may be col- 
lected from the following extract from 
the introduction to his work. 

“The sect or society as they would 


call themselves, of Methodists, has ex- | 


isted for the greater part of a century ; 
they have their seminaries and their 
hierarchy, their own régulations, their 
own manners, their own literature : 


ple, an imperium in imperio ; 3 they |] 
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a) 
In England they form a distinct peo- || 


FRAGMENTS. 


are extending widely in America; and 
in both countries they number "their 
annual increase by thousands. The 
history of their founder is little known 
in his native land, beyond the limits 
of those who are termed the religious 
public; and on the continent it is 
scarcely known at all. In some of 
the biographers the heart has been 
wanting to understand his worth, or 
the will todo it justice: others have 
not possessed freedom or strength of 
intellect to perceive wherein he was 
erroneous.—Lon. Cour. 


I 


PHILOSOPHY AND CHRISTIANITY. 
By Dr. Nott, President of Schenectady 
College. 

Philosophy confines its views to this 
world principally. It endeavours to 
satisfy man with the grovelling joys 
of earth till he returns to that earth 
from which he was taken. Christian- 
ity takes a nobler flight. Her course 
is directed towards immortality.— 
Thither she conducts her votary, and. 
never forsakes him, till, having in- 
troduced him into the society of an- 
gels, she fixes his eternal residence 
among the spirits of the just. Philos- 
ophy can only heave a sigh, a long- 
ing sigh after immortality. Eter- 
nity is to her an unknown vast, in 
which she soars on conjecture’s trem- 
bling wing. Above, beneath, around, 
is an unfathomable void ; and doubt, 
uncertainty, or despair, are the result 
of all her inquiries, Christianity, on 
the other hand, having furnished all 
necessary information concerning life, 
with firm and undaunted step crosses 
death’s narrow isthmus, and boldly 


| launches forth into that dread futurity 


which borders on it. Her path is 
marked with glory, The once dark 
aud dreary region Jightens as she ap- 
proaches it, and benignly smiles as she 
passes over it. Faith follows where 
she advances, till reaching the sum- 
mit of the everlasting hills, an un- 
kuown scene in endiess varieties of 
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loveliness and beauty, presents itself, 
over which the ravished eye wanders 
without a cloud to dim, or a limit to 
obstruct its sight. In the midst of this 
scene, rendered luminous by the glory 
which covers it, the city, the palace, 
the throne of God appears. 
lite wave their ambrosial tops around 
it: rivers of salvation issue from be- 
neath it; before it’ angels touch their 
harps of living me lody, and saints in 
sweet respouse breathe forth to the 
listening heavens their grateful songs. 
The breezes of paradise waft the sym- 
phony, and the pending sky directs it 
to the earth. ‘The redeemed of the 
Lord catch the distant sound, and feel 
a sudden rapture. 
departed friendship——friendship, the 
loss of which they mourned upon the 


earth, but which they are now assured. 


will be restored in the heavens, from 
whence a voice is heard to say, “ fear 
not; death cannot injure you; the 
grave cannot confine you ; through its 
chill mansion, grace will conduct you 
up to glory. We wait your arrival ; 
haste, therefore, come away.” 


—_—_— 


For tHe Masonic Reeister. 
PROFANE SWEARING. 

“ Thou shalt not,take the name of the 
Lord thy God in vain.” 

The above is an immediate com- 
mand from God himself, and is sanc- 
tioned by the laws of every civilized 
country. Yet, alas! in violation of 
laws, both human and Divine, the 
vicious and detestable habit of profane 
swearing has become common in al- 
most every rank in society. Yes, a 
habit that originated among the in- 
mates of a brothel, has been copied by 
those who move in the fashionable 
circles of life; and is countenanced by 
many who are placed in responsible 
stations, and whose duty requires them 
to suppress vice and immorality, in 
whatever place, or in whatever shape 
it mayappear. For any one to con- 
tend that the interference of the offi- 
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POETICAL. 











cers of justice, to suppress this grow- 5 
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ing evil, would be useless, is folly in 
the extreme; as well might they con- 
tend that it is useless for the city 
watch to perform their nocturnal duty, 
or that a board of health should take 
no measures to check a contagious 
epidemic, after its infection had once 
entered a city. 

Laws are enacted for the benefit of 
the community at large; and no law 
ought to remain on the statute book 
for a greater length of time, than 
while it is found useful, and can be 
strictly enforced; and it is a duty in- 
cumbent on every individual, to lend 
his aid in support of the laws of his 
country. 

Of all vices of the present age, pro- 
fane swearing must be acknowledged 
the most inexcusable, as not the least 
possible advantage can be derived 
from it, nor can it contribute in the 
least degree to a single pleasure. 
Nothing, with propriety, can be of- 
fered in its extenuation. It is a vio- 
lation of the laws of decency and com- 
mon politeness ; it originated, as was 
before observed, among the lowest 
dregs of society, and ought to be dis- 
countenanced by every gentleman hav- 
ing a desire to promote the good of 
the community. 








POETICAL. 


For tHe Masonic Reoister. 
Written on the first day of January, 1820 
The fleeting month, the rolling year, 
3ut bears us to our doom ; 


The nights advance, the days appear, 
To call us to our home. 





The Spring, bedeck’d with op ning flow ‘rs 
The Summer's gaudy pride ; 

The richest fruits that dutumn pours 
ja all her plenteous tide : 


The shiv'ring blast of Winter's wind, 
The tempest, hail, and snow, 

Are lessons to the attentive mind, 
How fleetiug’s all below. 


Fix'd, then, on reals of brighter bliss, 
Let all our wishes rise ; 

And, while we dwell in worlds like this, 
Seek those beyond the skies. 


A. Bere 
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For THE Masoyic REGISTER. 
ON A WATCH. 


Could but our tempers move like this ma- 
chine, 
Not urg'd by passion, nor delay'd by spleen, 
And we by nature’s regulating power, 
By virtuous acts distinguish every hour, 
Then health and joy would follow as they 
oucht, 
The laws of motion and the rulesof thought, 
Sweet health to pass the present moments 
o'er, 
_ And everlasting joy when time shall be no 
; more. 


Re 


For tne Masonic Reoistrr. 
ON THE DEATH OF AN INFANT. 


Sweet, short-liv'd flow'r! thy op’ning bud 
Is borne by death's cold hand away, 

Far, far beyond time’s swelling flood, 
Where thou shalt bloom without decay» 


Ilere life's fierce storms around us roar, 
Or sweep each pleasure from the breast, 

But grief and anguish now no more, 
Disturb thy calm and peaceful rest. 


Then whilst for thee our tears still flow, 
This pleasing thought our hearts shall heal, 
That safe beyond the reach of woe, — , 
Thy parents’ pains thou canst not feel. 
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SELECTED. 


THE FALLING TOWER. 


Mank ye the tower whose lonely halls 
Re-echo to yon falling stream ? 

Mark ye its bare and crumbling walls, 
Where slowly fades the sinking beam ? 


There oft when eve in silent trance, 
Hears the lorn red-breast’s plaintive moan; 
Time, casting round a cautious glance, 
Heaves from its base some mould’ring 
stone. 
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There, though in time’s departed day, 
War wav'd his glittering banners high ; 

Though many a minstrel pour’d the lay, 
And many a beauty trane’d the eye ; 


Yet never, ‘midst the gorgeous scene, 
‘Midst the proud feasts of splendid power, 
Shone on the pile a beam serene, 
So mild as gilds its falling hour. 


G1! thus, when life's gay scenes shall fade, 
And pleasure lose its wonted bloom, 











POETICAL. 


When creeping age shall bare my head, 
And poiat to me the silent tomb : 


Then may religion's hallowed flame, 
Shed on my mind its mildest ray ; 

And bid it seek, in purer frame, 
One bright eternity of day. 


ee 
TO MIRA. 


Riches can many a joy impart, 
Can many a want remove ; 
But cannot buy a feeling heart, 
Or purchase truth and love. 


Those blessings of celestial birth, 
Descended trom the skies, 

Have sought a residence on earth, 
And fix’d in Mira’s eyes : 


Where Cupid wrote, with plumes, ‘tis said, 
Piuck'd from his mother’s dove :; 

‘ Whoever looks upon this maid 
Shall be condemn'd to love.” 


And I, an inexperienc’d youth, 
Unconscious of the snare, 

Did gaze, and saw the fatal truth 
Too plainly written there. 


me 


THE SIGH 
By a young lady, born Blind 


If this delicious, grateful flower, 
Which blows but for a single hour, 
Should to. the sight as lovely be, 

As from its fragrance seems to me ; 

A sigh must then its colour show, 
For that’s the softest joy I know. 
And sure the rose is like a sigh, 

Born just to soothe, and then—to die 


My father, when our fortune smil’d, 

With jewels deck'd his eyeless child ; 
Their glittering worth the world might see, 
But, ah! they had no charms for me. 

Still as the present fail’d to charm, — 

A trickling tear bedew'd my arm } 

And sure the gem to me most dear, 

Was a kind father’s pitying tear. 


ee 


WOMAN. 
Question. 


Since women first deriv’d their form from 
man, 
Pray tell me why they're fairest? if you. 
3 can. 
Answer. 
The cause of this is easy to explore, 
They only are the gold, and we the ore. 
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MOTTO. 
From Mr. Donald Fraser's Biographical 
Sketches, now in press. 
By candour led, our various page displays 
Some traits of those who lived to merit 
praise ; 
To virtuous men we give the merit due, 
True to themselves, and to their country 
true ; 
To living worth we give what merit claims, 
Here tell their deeds, and here record their 
names : 
Let those who wish again to act as well 
Keview their lives, and then like them excel. 


POLITICAL. 











Judging trom the present aspect of 


European affairs, and the policy pur- 
sued by most of the legitimate sove- 
reigns of that sectioh of the globe, it 
must naturally be concluded that the 
soil of that continent will soon be again 


drenched in blood, and the scourge of 


war will be experienced, perhaps in a 
tenfold degree. Great discontent ap- 


pears to prevail among the people of 


Great Britain, France, Portugal, Italy, 
Germany, and Prussia; and there are 
great appearances of approaching rev- 
olution. In England in particular, 
the “ great wheels of revolution,” have 
rolled so far, that we believe it is now 
even beyond the power af the “ strong 
arm of government” to avert their 
progress. Conspirators no longer con- 
fine themselves to dark retreats, but 
with a daring spirit, stalk forth, as- 
saulting the officers of the crown, in 
open day. 
the prisons are crowded, and trials for 
sedition, murder, and treason, almost 
daily engage the atténtion of the courts 
throughout the kingdom. 

The late arrival of the queen, after 
an absence of abont fourteen years, 
has excited great interest amoug all 
ranks of people. ‘The demonstrations 
of joy with which she was saluted on 
her first landing at Dover, and the 
high respect, and affection shown to 
her majesty in every place through 
which she passed, from Dover to Lon- 
don, as well as the enthusiastic joy 
expressed on her arrival at that me- 

















Executions are frequent, | 
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tropolis, plainly evince, that her ab- 
sence, instead of diminishing, has in- 
creased the attachment of a great ma- 
jority of the people to her person, 
notwithstanding the heavy charges 
brought against her character by the 
king; which are no less than “ an adul- 
terous connection with a foreigner, 
originally in her service in a menial 
capacity,” 
conduct highly unbecoming her rank 
and station, during her residence in 
various parts of Lurope ; which the 
king and his party expect to support 
by the testimony of a number of for- 
eigners, already arrived in London to 
testify against her. An investigation 
is to take place, and the queen appears 
to rest satisfied, that she can clearly 
prove her innocence, and show the 
corruption of the witnesses against her. 
It is stated that she has written to 


nearly one hundred persons, many of 


whom are of the first respectability in 
Italy, to repair to England, to give 
evidence of her demeanour while 
abroad. ‘The Italians who have ar- 
rived, are said to be of the lowest or- 
der, and that they have been suborned 
to witness against her. This trial ex- 
cites great interest throughout the na- 
tion, and the queen’s’ party is daily 
gaining strength. What will be the 
result, and what effect it may have 
upon the political world, time alone 
will determine. We hazard nothing. 
however, in saying, that should her 
majesty’s expectation be realized in 
proving her innocence, the reign of 
George IV will be of short duration. 

The coronation, which was to have 
taken place on the first of August, was 
indefinitely postponed, undoubtedly 
through fear of the indiguation and 
resentment of the people. 

Spain, which previous to the late 
revolution, was governed by the iren 
hand of despotism, hoth in church and 
state, appears now to be settled down 
under a limited monarchy, the people 
enjoying equal privileges with the 
monarch himself. By the last advi- 


ces, the utmost harmony prevailed 


and a continued series of 
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40 OBITUARY. 


throughout the kingdom ; and the ad- 
vocates of oppression under the for- 
mer government, were held in the 
vr sovereign contempt. Onthe Oth 
of July last, the king took the oath of 
the constitution, before the representa- 
tives of the nation; splendid illumina- 
tions took place, and the most enthu- 
siastic joy was manifested on the oc- 
casion. ‘The public squares of Mad- 
rid were crowded with people of all 
ages anid sexes , congratulating each 
other on the happy event. The mili- 
tary and citizens united in parading 
the streets, singing patriotic hymns, 
and shouting, “ Long live our consti- 
tutional king ;” “ Long live the na- 
tion ;” “ Long live the constitution.” 
The South American colonies still 


remain in au unsettled situation as it } 


regards their goverpment; but the re- 
establishment of the Cortez, or Con- 
gress, in the mother country, will, 
most probably secure to them the 
FREEDOM for which they have been 
so long contending. 

The empire of Russia, at the pres- 
ent time, appears to be in a more 
flourishining situation than any other 
European power ; owing to the extra- 
ordinary exertions of the emperor Al- 
exander, to desseminate the light of 
the gospel, and other useful knowledge 
among his subjects; to promote im- 
provements in agriculture, and various 
other useful arts; and his constant at- 
tention to the welfare and happiness 
of the people of his widely extended 
dominions. 





OBITUARY. 
“Lo! soit remembrance, drops a feeling 
tear, 
“ And sacred E oan stands a mourner 
here.” 


Died suddenly, at hisresidence in 





Greenwich-street in this city, on Fri- 
day morning the 28th of July, Mr. 
Bensamin FrRaAnNKiIN Lewis, late of 
Newburgh, in. the county of Orange,, 





aged 29 years. He was past master 
of Hiram lodge, and a worthy come | 





panion of Jerusalem Temple chapter, 
in that village. 
The Newburgh paper, of the first 


of August, after mentioning this dis- 


tressing event, says, 

“ His remains were brought to this 
place on Saturday; and his funeral 
was attended in the [afternoon by a 


numerous assemblage of sympathising © 


friends. A large masonic procession 
conducted the deceased to the place 


| of interment, where the ceremonies of 


the order were performed with great 
solemnity. Mr. Lewis was a gentle- 
man of amiable disposition, coucilia- 
ting manners, and unblemished integ- 
rity: his talents were improved by a 
liberal education and much reading, 


and he gave undoubted evidences of 


future usefulness to society. To his 
aged and venerable parents and fami- 
ly connections, his loss seems almost 


irreparable, and an extensive circle of 


friends and acquaintences, will long 
deplore his early depa.ture.” 


The editor of the Ladies’ Literary © 


Cabinet closes a handsome eulogy on 
the deceased, as follows : 

“On the evening previous to this 
melancholy event, the subject of these 
remarks was well and cheerful; and 
the last exercise of his talents and pen, 


but an hour or two before his death, . 
was a short essay upon Enthusiasm, — 


intended for the Literary Cabinet, 
which concluded with the following 
remarkable words :— 

“In the end, when the last trial 
comes, when it is for us, in our turn to 
meet the struggles of death, enthusi- 
asm will not abandon us ; her brilliant 
wings shall wave over our funeral 
couch, she will lift the veil) of death, 
she will recall to our recollection those 
moments, when, in the fulness of ener- 
gy, we felt that the soul was imperish- 
able.. And our last sigh shall be a 
high and generous thought, re-ascend- 
ing to that Heaven trom whiel it had 
its birth.” 
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